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history, significance and/or background

This large and fine stone house was built for the residence of Maxwell Kennedy
(1782-1845) and his wife Margaret Maxwell. Reliable printed sources, written while
some of the children of Maxwell and Margaret Kennedy were still living, document the
construction of this house in 1817-1818. Less reliable, and much later, secondary
sources have dated the residence as early as 1806; a source from the 1950's has given
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sources of information

Kennedy Genealogical File, Lancaster County Historical Society,
Lancaster .
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History (continued):
an 1813 date. However, the c.1817-1818 date does seem acceptable and tenable. The Kennedys
were one of the richest families of landowners and tavernkeepers in Salisbury Township.
Maxwell Kennedy was a member of the State Legislature in 1835-1836. He was also noted in
his time as a cattle dealer.
This house is one of the more elegant and intact Federal style residences extant today
in Salisbury Township. The front piazza almost certainly is original. A very unusual
feature of the plan is the presence of "side-by-side" kitchens in the very broad rear wing.
The central hall or entry, of unusual width, features an elliptical staircase and an ellipti
arched entrypiece. There are also many original doors, mouldings, and fine marble mantels.

Sources of Information (continued):
Ellis and Evans, History of Lancaster County, 1883, p. 1058.
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