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United States Department of the Interior
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic
Plnces Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete ench item by marking "x" in the nppropriate box or by entering the information requested. If uny item
does niot apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable." For functians, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from the instrections. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, ward processor,
or computer, to complete all items,

1. Name of Property

historic name Boekel Building
other names/site number ___N/A

2. Location

street & number 505-515 Vine Street not for publication _N/A_
city or town Philadelphia vicinity _N/A__

state __Pennsylvania __ code _PA_ county _Philadelphia code _101_ zip code __19106 __

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historde Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set
forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinicn, the property X meets ____ does not meet the N:mnnuj Register Criterin, [ recommend lhat this property be considered significant

____nationally statewide locajly. ( ee continuation sheet for additional comments
ﬁ;-\/wﬁr ﬂ AT A ‘B €dmber 20, 2002

Ssgnmure of cerfit ing offi cial
.Historical & Museum Comm1551on

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property __ meets ____ does not meet the Natjonal Register crilerin. (___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.}

Signature of commenting or other official Dnte

State or Federa! agency and burean

4. National Park Service Certification

1, hereby cerify that this property is:

entered in the Nationnl Register
See continuation sheet.
____ determined eligible for the
National Register
___ See continuation sheet,
__ determined not eligible for the National Register
__ removed from the Naotional Register
—_ other (explain):

Signature of Keepar Date of Actien
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
___public-local
____public-State
. public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
_%_ building(s)
_ district
___site
. structure
____object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __ 0__

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

_N/A

Page 2



USDI/NFS NRHP Registration Form
Boekel Building
Philadelphia County, PA Pape 3

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: ___INDUSTRY Sub: __manufacturing facility

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: COMMERCE Sub: warehouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
_Late 19" & Early 20" c. American Movements: Commercial Style _

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation ___brick

roof asphalt

walls brick

other terra cotta
concrete

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)



UUSDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Boekel Building
Philadelphia County, PA Page 4

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
x_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a

master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has vielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

— A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

__B removed from its original location,

I a birthplace or a grave.

_ D a cemetery.

__E a reconstructed building, object,or structure,

___F 4 commemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
___Industry __1922-1952 __N/A
___Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Architect/Builder
N/A, __ Waunder, Clarence

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

___ previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

. designated a National Historic Landmark

__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

. State Historic Preservation Office

___ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

__ Local government

____ University

_x_ Other

Name of repository: __ Boekel Scientific, Inc.
__ Private collection of Virginia Lehr Budny __

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __less than 1 acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 _18_ _487340_ _4422735_ 3 __
2 4 __

____See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title Domenic Vitielio, MCP & George E. Thomas, Ph.D.

organization__ George E. Thomas & Associates. Inc. date _ 10/14/02
street & number___ 9515 Germantown Ave. telephone _ 215.247.6787
city or town____Philadelphia state PA zipcode __ 19118

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items {Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name

street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list
properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing
and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the
Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC
20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project {1024-0018),
Washington, DC 20503. ‘
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Description

Located at 505-515 Vine Street, the Boekel Building occupies the northeast corner of Vine and
Randolph Streets, between 5" and 6" Streets, in a tiny zone now largely cut off from Philadelphia’s Old City
industrial neighborhood by the web of late 20™-century interstate highways. To the east are small buildings of
the industrial city; to the west, south, north, and further to the east are the elevated roadways of the interstate
system and the Benjamin Franklin Bridge plaza. Designed by architect-engineer Clarence Wunder in the
Commercial Style and constructed in 1922-1923, the building rises six stories and is cubic in character,
reflecting in its massive brick piers and broad banks of windows its industrial purpose and modern reinforced
concrete construction. It fronts directly on the sidewalk along Vine and Randolph Streets, while immediately to
its north lies a former sail loft along Randolph Street and an asphait surface parking lot that once contained |
other small industrial buildings. With the exception of most of the building’s windows, which have been
replaced (c.1992), essentially all of the original architectural features of the Boekel Building remain and are in

excellent condition. The building thus retains its capacity to reflect its historic form and functions with

integrity.

The Boekel Building’s principal fagade (photos 1, 2) faces south toward Vine Street, with a centered
ornamental entrance framed by terra cotta colored and detailed in the manner of limestone and proclaiming in
bold lettering its original owner and occupant, William Boekel & Company of Philadelphia (photos 3, 4). The
entrance includes a granite stoop; a spiral motif framing a modern (replacement) aluminum framed door flanked
by original small 4 over 4 iron sash windows below small arches with seashell motifs; a cornice with large

dentils and florets above the entablature, which reads “Boekel Building™; all flanked by paneled pilasters with
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shields containing fleurs de lis just below the cornice. Partially raised basement windows and window wells,
both covered with ironwork grills, flank the entrance and continue around the west and north sides of the
building. A belt course at the base of the first floor windows and a bold band at the level of the cornice of the
entrance sets off the first floor against five relatively plainer stories whose color accent is the concrete beam that
spans each window opening. The molded sills of the second story windows represent a transitional level of
ornament. The sixth story is set off by another terra cotta belt-course, which carries a parapet interrupted at the
center of each window bay by an ornamental terra cotta panel and capped by a course of terra cotta. Corner
piers and intermediate piers are constructed of dark red brick that contrasts with the terra cotta while reflecting

the industrial context of Philadelphia.

On either side of the entrance bay two sets of three 12 over 12 iron sash windows light the work floor.
These originally continued on the upper levels, where they have been replaced (c.1992) with a group of
windows that recall the original subdivision, but with large panes of glass instead of the original small panes.
The central bay above the entrance lighted the public stair and was marked by more domestically scaled sash
that were also replaced ¢.1992 (these windows resembled the smaller windows flanking the front entrance). The
side elevations continue the pattern of the exterior while the architect brought the reinforced concrete piers of
the rear elevation to the surface, creating a cage of concrete columns and beamns infilled with brick and glass. A
loading dock along the west side of the building, on Randolph Street, furnishes access to an interior freight
elevator at the northwest corner of the building (photo 6). This elevator shaft and the adjacent industrial
stairway and bathroom spaces (identical on each floor) are denoted by two brick-filled bays at the west end of
the north side of the building as well as a rooftop volume that extends three bays east-west from the northeast

corner of the building (photo 7). A second loading bay, with a roll-up garage door, was inserted in the rear of
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the building, at the east end, ¢.1992.

The interior is similarly characteristic of reinforced concrete multistory factories of the early through
mid-20" century. The centered entrance leads into a small lobby with a stair to the second through sixth floors
(photo B) on the right, a passenger elevator (with a ¢.1960 self-service replacement cab) and a short stairway to
the first floor office on the left, and a narrow stairway to the basement directly ahead. Terrazzo floors and
marble wainscoting denoting the public character of the space are supplanted on the main stairway at the second
story by industrial plainness but the cast iron newels and slender iron balusters continue on the upper levels
(photo 9). The simple first floor office space at the southwest corner of the building covers two bays in each
direction and is enclosed by plain partition walls. The interior structural system consists of exposed mushroom
columns that carry the flat plate of the reinforced concrete floor (photo 5). (The building’s raised basement
follows this same system, with an open floor plan like that of the upper floors.) The result is a structure capable

of carrying large loads with little or no vibration, an essential feature of scientific laboratories.

The Boekel Building has undergone only minor alterations since its completion in 1923. The front door
and upper story windows have been replaced (c.1992) with modern aluminum-framed glass; a second loading
bay was inserted in the rear of the building (c.1992); and two steel-framed billboards have been placed on the

southwest and northeast corners of the rooftop (c.1960 and ¢.1990, respectively).

Despite these alterations, the Boekel Building is remarkably well preserved and retains its capacity to

represent its role in the evolving industrial and architectural/engineering history of Philadelphia with integrity.
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Significance

The Boekel Building is historically significant according to National Register criterion A in the area of
Industry, for its association with the scientific instrument maker William Boekel & Co. and its reflection of
important themes in the broader history of Philadelphia industry, and according to criterion C in the area of
Architecture, as a fine example of early 20" century reinforced concrete factory construction by a noted local
architect of industrial buildings. The period of significance begins with the Boekel Building’s construction in
1922 and ends in 1952, following the National Register 50-year guideline. Its architect was Clarence Wunder, a
specialist in factory design whose client base was concentrated among the city’s German manufacturers. One of
a growing number of reinforced concrete factories with mushroom column and slab structural systems that
transformed the manufacturing districts of the city beginning in the 1910s, the building accommodated the
Boekel company’s production of laboratory instruments and plumbing supplies on the lower three floors, while
smaller specialty metalworking firms rented the top three floors. As an early and important instrument maker,
William Boekel & Co. illustrates several central characteristics of its sector. The continuity of the firm’s small
size (roughly 40-50 employees), vertically integrated small batch production process, and high-skilled labor
during and beyond the period of significance highlights the persistence of specialty crafi-based metalworking in
the central city during the twentieth century.1 Furthermore, the patterns of migration, shop-bonus wage system,
and generational succession evident among the Boekel family and company employees illustrate prominent

trends in the indusirial growth, capital-labor relations, and deindustrialization of Philadelphia.

1 For a discussion of spectalty manufacturing in Philadeiphia and other North American industrial centers, see Philip Scranton, Endless
Novelty: Specialty Production and American Industrialization, 1865-1925 (Princeton, NI, 1997).
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A German immigrant with experience in metal spinning, William Boekel founded his own company to
make plumbing supplies in 1868, leasing space at 110 South 8" Street. Around 1875, William’s nephew Julius
Boekel convinced his uncle to move into the manufacture of chemical laboratory apparatus; theirs was among
the first North American firms in this industry.2 In 1885, the company moved to larger quarters at 518 Vine
Street, where Julius Boekel, who became a partner in 1883 and headed the firm following his uncle’s death in
1906, expanded this plant’s productive capacity with a three-story addition ¢.1900 and a four-story addition in
1914. In anticipation of the construction of the Delaware River (now Benj amin Franklin) Bridge, in 1922
William Boekel & Co. commissioned a new factory across the street, at 505-515 Vine. Immediately following
the company’s removal to this new facility in 1923, the old plant at 518 Vine was condemned to make way for
the westbound off-ramp of the bridge. The Boekel company, headed by Julius’s grandson Carl Boekel Lehr
from 1947 and by Leo Synnesvedt since 1975, continued to make laboratory equipment and plumbing supplies
in its 1922-1923 factory until 1992, when it moved to Feasterville, PA, in suburban Philadelphia.3

William Boekel & Company offers an important window into the history of both scientific instrument
manufacturing and the broader social, economic, and technological history of Philadelphia industry during the

late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. William Boekel arrived in Philadelphia (via New York) in 1848 at age

2 John P. Hanch (Wm. Boekel & Co. secretary), Memorandum (April 1947), 1. This memo was apparently dictated to Hanch by then
96-year old Julius Boekel just before his death that same year.

3 General histories of the Boekel family and Wm. Boekel & Co. are found in: Hanch, Memorandum; Wm. Boekel & Co, “A Century
of Service,” text submitied to Surgical Business, journal of the Scientific Apparatus Makers Association (April 18, 1968); Virginia
Lehr Budny, Text of video on the Boekel family and Wm. Boekel & Co (c.1998), n.p.; Virginia Lehr Budny, Video on the Bockel
family and Wm, Boekel & Co., including interviews with Leo Synnesvedt, CEQ of Boekel Scientific, and Sam Bush, former Vice
President of Wm. Boekel & Co. (interviews both 1997, video ¢.1998), Collection of Virginia Lehr Budny. Unless otherwise noted, all
information directly related to the Boekel family and firm derives from these sources.
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Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated resource follow the exterior walls of the Boekel Building itself,
together with the associated sidewalks to the south and west. It is bounded on the south by the north curb line of
Vine Street; on the west by the east curb line of Randolph Street; on the north by an asphalt surface parking lot
where small industrial buildings once stood; and on the east by 503 Vine Street and 504 Wood Street.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Boekel Building are the same as the boundaries of the building as constructed in
1922-1923. This building housed Wm. Boekel & Co.’s (and later Boekel Scientific’s) entire operations until
1992; the plant included no auxiliary buildings or structures.

i
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name ____ 509 Vine Associates (contact: Rich Colucci)

street & number___ One Wynnewood Road telephone__215-450-3400

city or town Wynnewood state_ PA __ zip code_ 19096
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