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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See
instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register
Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Fairmount Avenue Historic District
other names/site number N/A
2. Location

street & number_ Fairmount Ave.; Melon St.; North St.; 15® St.; 16™ St.; 17" St. _ not for publication N/A _
city or town Philadelphia vicinity _ N/A__
state  Pennsylvania___ code _42__ county __ Philadelphia code 101_zipcode 19130

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify

that this_x__ nomination ____request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ x _meets ____ does not meet the
National Register Criteria. I reccommend that this property be considered significant ____ nationally
statewide x__locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

December 18, 2001
Signature of certifying official Date

PA Historical & Museum Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (___ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (___See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

L, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register

___See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register
removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper

Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
_X_ public-local
____public-State .
___public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
____building(s)
_X_ district
__ site
____Structure
____object

Number of Resources within Property
(Resource count does not include 8 vacant lots in the district.)

~ Contributing Noncontributing

_75_ __3__ buildings
sites
__2__structures
objects
75_ _5  Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

|
Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: __Single & multiple dwellings, secondary structures ‘
___ COMMERCE/TRADE - ___Specialty stores, professional, restaurants, warehouses
___INDUSTRY Manufacturing facilities, industrial storage
__ TRANSPORTATION Road-related ‘
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: __Single & multiple dwellings, secondary structures
___ COMMERCE/TRADE Specialty stores, professional, restaurants, warehouses
__RELIGION Churches
___INDUSTRY Manufacturing facilities, industrial storage
_ HEALTH CARE Clinic
___ TRANSPORTATION Road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
___ Late Victorian: Queen Anne, Second Empire
___ 20" Century Revival: Classical Revival
___ Modem Movement: Art Deco

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _ Stone (fieldstone, schist); Concrete
roof _Slate; Asphalt; Terra Cotta
walls _Brick; Sandstone (brownstone); Limestone; Stucco
other _ Wood; Sandstone (brownstone); Limestone; Marble; Copper; Cast iron; Iron; Terra cotta; Brick;

Glass; Ceramic tile

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation-
sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

X _ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
- of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X__C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

—__A  owned by areligious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C  abirthplace or a grave.

D  acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
___ INDUSTRY
___ARCHITECTURE N/A
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Period of Significance Significant Dates Cultural Affiliation

__¢.1850-c.1930 __N/A N/A

Page 6

Architect/Builder

___Baker and Dallett

___ Dagit, Henry Dandurand

Durham Brothers

Gritti, Salvatore J.

Pierce, J.

Rothschild, Leroy Berman

Selleman, W.

Thalheimer and Weitz

[ —
—
—_—

Trumbower, Werner

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Page 7

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (N PS)

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

—__previously listed in the National Register

___previously determined eligible by the National Register

____designated a National Historic Landmark

—recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

___ State Historic Preservation Office

___ Other State agency

____Federal agency

_X_ Local government

___ University

_X_ Other

Name of repository: __Free Library of Philadelphia

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __approximately 20 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
1 18 4 85730 44 24 040 3 18 4 86 205
2 18 4 86 180 44 24 020 4 18 4 85725

See continuation sheet.

Northing
44 23 805
44 23 900

Verbal Boundary Descriptioﬁ (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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11. Form Prepared By

namef/title Domenic Vitiello, MCP '
organization George E. Thomas Associates, Inc. ' date September 8, 2001__
street & number__ 9515 Germantown Avenue telephone__ (215) 247-6787

city or town Philadelphia state_ PA _zipcode_ 19118
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The Fairmount Avenue Historic District is an area of approximately 20 acres located along Fairmount
Avenue and Melon, North, 15%, 16", and 17* Streets, in the three and a haif blocks west of Broad Street in the
northern reaches of central Philadelphia. The district is bordered on the east by the Broad Street corridor of
larger scale residential, industrial, and particularly commercial and institutional properties; on the south and
southwest by the residential Spring Garden Historic District (NR 1978, boundary extension 1983); and on the
north and northwest by the residential neighborhood of Francisville and the Ridge Avenue commercial corridor.

The Fairmount Avenue Historic District consists of commercial, industrial, and residential properties focused
along Fairmount Avenue, the parallel service streets — Melon and North — immediately to the south, and the
numbered streets that intersect these streets. It contains 75 contributing buildings, 3 non-contributing buildings,
2 non-contributing structures, and 8 vacant lots (which are not included in the resource count but are listed in
the inventory of resources). One-, two-, three-, and occasionally four-story factories, warehouses, workshops,
garages, stores, offices, and rowhouses make up the variegated built environment of the district. They are
roughly evenly divided between 1) buildings of the period ¢.1850-¢.1900, primarily workshops and rowhouses
with ground floor stores in Queen Anne and vernacular Victorian styles with brick walls and brownstone,
limestone, and marble trim, and 2) buildings of the period ¢.1900-¢.1930 (particularly €.1910-¢.1930), primarily
workshops, factories, and store/office buildings in Art Deco and early modern vernacular commercial and
industrial styles, with brick, cast concrete, and limestone walls (often with reinforced concrete structural
systems) and cast concrete, limestone, and ceramic tile trim. Nearly all the district’s buildings front directly on
the sidewalk (there are no front yards and almost no rear yards), and nearly all have flat roofs. This dense mix
of land uses, building types, and architectural styles reflects the evolution and the diversity of the built
environment characteristic of industrial era neighborhoods on the borders of Philadelphia’s downtown between
the mid-19" century and the Great Depression. With its well-preserved examples and combination of industrial,
commercial, and residential buildings, the Fairmount Avenue Historic District evidences the ¢.1850-¢.1930
history of this portion of industrial Philadelphia with integrity.

The Fairmount Avenue Historic District exhibits a clear hierarchy of streets. Fairmount Avenue is a
wide (approximately 80 feet) thoroughfare with a high concentration of commercial facilities, many with
residential quarters in the upper stories, as well as some factories and early 20" century office buildings (photos
1,3,4,7,8,9,10, 12, 13, 14). Melon and North are narrower, one-way streets that contain primarily service
and manufacturing facilities such as workshops, garages, warehouses, and factories (photos 2, 5, 6, 15, 16, 17,
18). 15™ and 16 Streets are likewise narrow, one-way streets lined with modest homes, workshops, and
garages. While nearly all of the industrial buildings along Melon and North Streets were constructed in the
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early 20" century, their workshop, service, and garage functions closely parallel the mid-late 19t century
character and use of those streets and their buildings (primarily workshops and stables). Perhaps the clearest
evidence of this hierarchy of streets is found in the district’s early 20® century factories with commercial and
office spaces fronting on Fairmount Avenue and manufacturing and service spaces fronting on Melon Street:
1522-1524 Fairmount/1515 Melon; 1526-1530 Fairmount/1529 Melon; 1610-1614 Fairmount/1615-1627
Melon; 1624-1640 Fairmount/1629-1635 Melon (photo 5); and 1710 Fairmount/1705 Melon (photo 14).

The architecture of the Fairmount Avenue Historic District may be divided into two periods and types.
The first group, found particularly on Fairmount Avenue and 15® Street, consists of Victorian buildings —
mostly rowhomes and some factories — constructed in the second half of the 19" century.’ Three-story
vernacular brick rowhouses, often with ground floor stores or offices and residential quarters above, are
characteristic of the 1850s through 1870s. These buildings were typically built with heavy pronounced wood
and pressed metal cornices, wood and pressed metal storefronts, and two-over-two wood sash windows.
Examoples of this building type are found at 1406-1410, 1419-1423, 1506-1514, 1507-1513, 1613-1617, and
1700 Fairmount Avenue and 670-676 and 673 North 15% Street (photos 1 and 2). Other Victorian homes
located along Fairmount Avenue and 15® Street and constructed in the 1880s and 1890s are characterized by
historically inspired styles of architecture popular during those years. These buildings include the Queen Anne
style rowhomes with rusticated brownstone belt courses and lintels, pressed metal cornices, and mansard roofs
with terra cotta shingles at 1631-1637 Fairmount Avenue (photo 3) and the eclectic Classical Revival/Victorian
buff brick rowhouse with effusive terra cotta, pressed metal, and ironwork ornament at 678 North 15 Street,
designed by Henry Dagit in 1891. The A.F. Bernot and Brothers dye works at 1642-1644 Fairmount Avenue
employs a similar palette of materials and stylistic characteristics (photo 4). Designed by the firm of Baker and
Dallett in 1900-1901, it has a rounded corner at 17® and Fairmount with a pressed metal cornice over ground
floor storefronts, brick walls with large segmentally arched windows with iron truss lintels with rosettes, a
pressed metal cornice, and ornate terrazzo floors and marble interior ornament. Together, this first group of
buildings evidences the mid-late 19 century development of a corridor that mixed commercial, residential, and
industrial land uses and architecture, where home, work, and local shopping and services were intricately
intertwined in built environment unlike that of the mid-late 20" and early 21* centuries, where residential,
commercial, and industrial districts have been separated by modern zoning and dispersed by mature automobile-
oriented city and regional planning and real estate development.

The second group of buildings in the Fairmount Avenue Historic District includes one-, two-, three-, and
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four-story factories, stores, workshops, warehouses, office buildings, and garages constructed in Art Deco and
vernacular commercial and industrial styles characteristic of the 1910s and 1920s. These buildings were mostly
constructed to house secondary production, service, and sales enterprises related to the automobile trade,
including tire shops, service stations, parts manufacturers, mechanics’ and parking garages, and showrooms; and
they exhibit the construction systems and materials characteristic of industrial architecture of the period.
Architect Werner Trumbower’s factory building for automobile parts manufacturer Gaul, Derr, and Shearer
(later and until 2001 the Brake and Clutch Company) at 1615-1627 Melon Street, built in 1911 and added onto
in 1915, employs reinforced concrete construction techniques, as do the Security Elevator factory (c.1925) next
door at 1629-1635 Melon Street (photo 5) and the workshop buildings at 1529 Melon Street and 642-644 North
16" Street (photo 6). The Durham Brothers’ factory and warehouse for Gaul, Derr, and Shearer at 1610-1614
Fairmount Avenue, built onto the front of the Melon Street factory building in 1922, uses industrial ceramic,
diapered tiles to cap the walls, which had become the standard treatment of buildings with flat roofs during the
early 20" century. The mechanics’ garages at 1412-1434 Fairmount Avenue (photo 13) and most of the
industrial buildings along Melon Street (photos 2, 15, 16) employ the same tile on parapets above flat roofs.

Fairmount Avenue has particularly notable examples of Art Deco and commercial architecture of the
late 1910s and 1920s. The automobile dealership at 1501-1505 Fairmount Avenue, designed in 1919 by Leroy
Berman Rothschild, is clad in pink limestone molded in ornate bas-relief above large storefront windows that
showed off the cars inside and has a monumental two-story atrium at the corner of the building (photo 7). The
office building at 1515 Fairmount Avenue (photo 8, architect unknown) was built with the same materials ina
similar style to its neighbor at 1501-1505. - Across the street, the store and office building at 1522-1524
Fairmount Avenue, designed by Thalheimer and Weitz for the Alemite Lubricator Company in 1925, is clad in
limestone with a carved limestone shield depicting a car wheel with spokes and wings above the building’s
central second story window (photo 9). This shiéld gives iconographic expression to the district’s booming
automobile industry in this period; as do the pilaster capitals in the form of stylized tires and the limestone
cartoon figure of a man with a colonial Quaker-style hat holding a tire in the corner bay of the tire shop at 1601
Fairmount Avenue (photo 10). The commercial building at 1431-1435 Fairmount Avenue (c.1920) is less
ornately decorated, but it, too, draws attention to itself with its street corner entrance bay and the brickwork and
cast concrete surrounding its large storefront windows (photo 12). Even the most utilitarian, vernacular
buildings of the 1910s and 1920s, such as the mechanics garage at 1713 Fairmount Avenue (photo 11), the
garage/workshops in the 1400 block of Melon Street (photos 15 and 16), the warehouse at 639-653 North 17%
Street which runs along Melon and North Streets (photos 17), and the workshop/garage at 1615 North Street
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(photo 18) have decorative brickwork and cast concrete or stone trim that reference the “higher” architectural
movements of the early automobile age.

Early 20" century buildings in the Fairmount Avenue Historic District offer clear evidence of the early
rise of automobile manufacturing, sales, service, and use, as well as related transformations in the built
environment, architecture, and economy of the area. The small surface parking lots on the Fairmount Avenue
fronts of the office building at 1515 Fairmount and the Gaul, Derr, and Shearer/Brake and Clutch Company and

- Security Elevator factories (whose primary service and production-related entrances fronted on Melon Street)
reflect another change wrought by the automobile on the local built environment — the proliferation of parking
lots for consumers and commuters. Buildings of the early 20" century replaced mid- and late-19 century
buildings on each block of the district; while other 19 century buildings were altered in the 1910s and 1920s to
accommodate ground floor automobile workshops and new storefronts. Examples of the latter changes are seen
in 1419-1423 Fairmount Avenue, where an automobile service garage was inserted in the first floor of three

1870s rowhouses ¢.1920 (photo 12) and at 1510 and 1513 Fairmount Avenue, where 1870s storefronts were
upgraded in 1922.

Post-1930 alterations to buildings in the district have been confined primarily to the replacement of
windows and doors and the conversion of former storefront spaces to residential use. Even where larger-scale
alterations have been effected, as in the conversion of 1412-1422 Fairmount Avenue to a health clinic (photo
13), the insertion of transitional housing units into the west side of 1526-1530 Fairmount Avenue, the
application of vinyl and modern wood siding and the sealing of windows at 1436 Fairmount Avenue, and the
renovation of 1429-1433 Melon Street as a photographic supply store (photo 16), the historic forms and
character of these buildings remain reflected with clarity and integrity, and they contribute to the legibility of
the historic character of the district and its streetscapes.

Together, the non-contributing resources within the Fairmount Avenue Historic District do not
compromise the capacity of the district’s built environment to reflect its historical significance with integrity.
One of the three non-contributing buildings is a ¢.1970 car wash (presently unused) at 1519 Fairmount Avenue,
which offers further evidence of the area’s 20% century automobile-oriented built environment; however, its
classification as “non-contributing” is due to its markedly different architectural character from that of the
contributing resources in the district and its date well outside of the period of significance. The other two non-
contributing buildings are one-story service buildings at 1502 and 1641 Fairmount Avenue that likewise date
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from the period ¢.1970-c.1980 (1502 Fairmount Avenue is similar in form to some of the district’s garage and
workshop buildings of the early 20™ century). The two non-contributing structures consist of unfinished
cinderblock walls (without roofs) at 1711 Fairmount Avenue and 1703 Melon Street; they are both small and
inconspicuous. ' :

The Fairmount Avenue Historic District is home to distinctive, well preserved residential, commercial,
and industrial buildings characteristic of major trends in urban development and architecture during the periods
¢.1850-¢.1900 and ¢.1900-¢.1930, often designed by noted local architects. Equally important, the built
environment of this area retains its mix of land uses and hierarchy of streets characteristic of industrial
Philadelphia neighborhoods between ¢.1850 and ¢.1930, with a small number of non-contributing resources (5).

The area reflects the history of the built environment, industrial activity, and architecture of this distinctively
industrial neighborhood during this period with integrity.
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INVENTORY OF RESOURCES

Fairmount Avenue

1406-1410 Fairmount Avenue: ¢.1860. These three, 3-story rowhouses have Philadelphia pressed brick walls;
1/1 replacement aluminum windows with sandstone sills, sandstone lintels on the ground floor, and brickwork

arches capped by bracketed cornices above upper story windows; pressed metal cornices; and a flat roof. 3
CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS.

1412-1422 Fairmount Avenue: ¢.1920 (1412), ¢.1890 (1422), altered ¢.1990 as Fairmount Health Center.
Number 1412 is a 2-story building, originally constructed as an automobile workshop, with brick walls; large
casement windows (wood sash on the ground floor, aluminum sash on the second floor) with brickwork and cast
concrete sills and lintels; a central entrance with a c.1 990 aluminum awning; flagpoles flanking the entrance; a
brickwork cornice with industrial ceramic diapered tiles capping the wall; and a flat roof. Number 1422 was
built as a 2-story workshop and was incorporated ¢.1990 into the Health Center; it has brick walls, aluminum
sash casement windows with brickwork sills and iron lintels; a brickwork cornice; and a flat roof. 2
CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS.

1424-1434 Fairmount Avenue: ¢.1920. This 1 % - story mechanics garage and automotive parts store has brick
walls; two large roll-down garage doors with retail/storefront space between them; large casement windows in
the storefront, with wood frames and molding, rusticated cast concrete lintels with keystones, and brickwork
panels below the windows; iron beams and bell-shaped iron stops flanking the garage doors; concrete steps
leading into the store; large aluminum billboards above a brickwork cornice with industrial ceramic diapered
tiles capping the front wall; a flat roof; and heavy wood and steel interior beams. 1 CONTRIBUTING
BUILDING.

1436 Fairmount Avenue: c.1850, altered ¢.1975. This 2 % -story corner rowhouse and tavern has brick walls
sheathed in vinyl and wood siding; a pent eave over the first floor (c.1975); windows filled with cinderblocks;
and a gabled roof with a segmental arched dormer. It is characteristic of the earliest buildings constructed and
remaining on Fairmount Avenue. 1 CONTRIBUTING BUILDIN G.
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1419-1423 Fairmount Avenue: c.1870, altered c.1920 as an automotive parts store. These three, 3-story
rowhouses have Philadelphia pressed brick walls; ground floor storefront picture windows with a pent eave with
pressed metal end brackets; a central entrance; boarded windows on the second and third stories, with
brownstone sills and lintels; ornate, bracketed wood comices; and flat roofs. 3 CONTRIBUTING
BUILDINGS. :

1425 Fairmount Avenue: A vacant lot. 1 VACANT LOT.

1427-1429 Fairmount Avenue: c.1870 (1427), ¢.1920 (1429). Number 1427 is a 3-story rowhouse with brick
walls; a roll-down garage door on the ground floor; boarded windows on the second and third floors, with
brownstone and brickwork sills and lintels; iron stars bolting structural iron rods between the second and third
floors; and a slightly gabled roof. Number 1429 is a 1-story garage with brick walls; a roll-down door flanked
by brickwork pilasters supporting capitals and a cornice; and a flat roof with a side brick chimney. 2
CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS.

1431-1435 Fairmount Avenue: ¢.1920. This 2-story corner commercial building has three bays along
Fairmount Avenue, five bays along.15" Street, and a single bay at the corner; buff brick walls; large windows -
filled with cinderblocks, with brickwork sills and pilasters between windows; a cast concrete base with diapered
pilaster bases; cast concrete slabs capping the walls; and a flat roof with a brick corner chimney. 1
CONTRIBUTING BUILDING.

1500 Fairmount Avenue: ¢.1870. This 3-story corner rowhouse and store has Philadelphia pressed brick walls;
a corner storefront entrance, residential entrances along both 15™ Street and Fairmount Avenue; a second floor
bay window covered with aluminum siding along 15 Street; 1/1 aluminum replacement windows with
sandstone sills and lintels; a pressed metal cornice with a laurel wreath pattern and end brackets; and a flat roof.
1 CONTRIBUTING BUILDING. ' '

1502 Fairmount Avenue: ¢.1970. This 1-story building has stuccoed walls that end in crenellations; a single
aluminum sash window; and a flat roof. 1 NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDING.

1504 Fairmount Avenue: A vacant lot. 1 VACANT LOT.




