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1.  NAME OF PROPERTY
Historic Name: - MINISINK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Other Name/Site Number: N/A

R
2. LOCATION

Street & Number: - = ' - Not for publication: X
City/Town: Bushkill o S ’ » - o . Vicinity: |
State: PA County: Pike Code: PA 103 ~  2ip Code: 18324

. I
3. ~CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private:_ : - Building(s):__
Public-local:__ ©  District: X
Public-State: Site:
Public~-Federal: X Structure:
Object:
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
‘ buildings

8 12 sites

structures

objects -

8 12 Total '

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National
Register:

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: Historic Contact: Early
Relations Between Indian
People and Colonists in
Northeastern North America,
1524-1783.
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4. STATE [ FEDERAL ! AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of

1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this _ nomination request

for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for

- registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and

_meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part .
60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National

Register Criteria. - - o . '

Signature of Certifying Official - Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

"In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National
Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

D Ty
5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I, hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register
Determined eligible for the
National Register
Determined not eligible for the
National Register

Removed from the National Register
Other (explain):

———
——

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6.  FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Domestic
Commerce

Current: Recreation and Culture

Landscape

e ——
7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:

MATERIALS:
Foundation:
Walls:
Roof:
Other:

Sub:

Sub:

‘Sub:-

‘Village Site-

Trade:

Ooutdoor Recreation
Park . ‘
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Deseribe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

Unless otherwise cited, information in the following
section is abstracted from Kraft (1978).

PROPERTY LOCATION AND HISTORY

The Minisink Historic District (hereinafter referred to as -
Minisink) el within
the northern portion of the Delaware Water Gap National o
Recreation Area (hereinafter DWGNRA) in Sussex County, New Jersey
and Pike County, Pennsylvania (Figure 7.1). Cultural resources
located within this District have yielded and have the potential
to yield information of national significance on historic contact
petween Indian and European people in Munsee Country, a region
stretching from southern New York across northern New Jersey. to
northeastern Pennsylvania. Minisink, a Delaware word variously
translated as "Hilly Country" and "Island," was the most
jmportant Munsee Indian community for much of the 17th- and
18th-century. Today, Minisink remains one of the most extensive,
best preserved, and most intensively studied archeological
locales in the Northeast (Heye and Pepper 1915; Kraft 1977,
1978, and 1991; Marchiando 1972; Orr and Campana 1991; Puniello
1991; Puniello and Williams 1978; Ritchie 1949; Williams,
Puniello, and Flinn 1982). Archeological properties and a
standing structure preserved within District boundaries (Figure
7.7) contain information capable of providing further insights
into written records documenting Minisink as a major center of an
Indian social network stretching from the Connecticut Valley to
Ohio Country, the most prominent and best documented Munsee
Indian community of its era, and the single most important Indian
community in the upper Delaware River valley during historic

contact times.

The following properties are located within Minisink Historic
District Boundaries:

Contributing Archeological Properties:

28-Sx-19 (the Bell-Browning-Blair site)
28-Sx-29 (the Bell-Philhower site)
28-Sx-48 (the Minisink site)

28~-Sx~255 (the Pratschler site)
28-Sx-256 (the Bena Kill-Mine Road site)
36-Pi-4 (the Manna site)

Fort Westbrook Archeological Site

Non-Contributing Archeological Properties:

28-Sx-15 (the Brace site)

28-Sx-20 (the Alfred Boehme site)
28-Sx-21 (the Carter Upper site)
28-5x-22 (the cCarter Lower site)
28-Sx-23 (the Groflick site)
28-Sx-28 (the Minisink Island site)
28-Sx-30 (the Nelson site)
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28-Sx~49

28-Sx~-54 (the Splendora site)
36=-Pi-19 (the Ludwig site)
36-Pi-28 (the McCarty site)
-36-Pi-132 (the Model Farm site)

chtributing Standing Structures:
The Westbrook-Bell House
Non—Contribufing.Standing Structures: -

None
.

All contrlbutlng propertles have been shown to possess 1ntact
cultural resources associated with historic contact. Although
extant documentation indicates that non-contributing properties
have the high potential to provide further information on
relations between Indian people and colonists at Minisink,

~ further studies are needed to demonstrate their character,

" condition, and extent. Non-Contributing properties possessing no .
known associations with historic contact within the Minisink -
Historic District also may be found to possess significance in
other thematic areas. ’

The Minisink Historic District insssastatmhkdbsseddaunamismmm st
NS SSEnS RinsasGntasni iy
hasivstwnivessnimintmipeeessarneturavbsasaniinms el 5

- Sehhhenk kiSRSt i 5
M'. Established by Act of
Congress in 1965, #MeMB comprises lands acquired by the U.S.
army Corps of Engineers for the since-deactivated Tocks Island
Dam project. Questions arlslng over the proposed reservoir’s
environmental and economic feasibility resulted in its indefinite
postponement and the transferral of project lands to the National
Park Service in 1978 (National Park Service 1987:1).

Minisink is situated in and around Minisink Island in a broad
area of lowland approximately 400 feet AMSL (above mean sea
level) Minisink Island itself is a generally level island
rising some 20 feet above the river level. Divided by shallow
channels into three parts known as the Great Minisink Island,
Lesser Minisink Island, and Wequashe’s Island, Minisink Island is
separated from the New Jersey mainland by the Bena Kill (from the
Dutch Bennen kll "1nner channel"). Bu!n-nuu!sinlliliunaiund-ts

These foothills ultimately rise to a maximum elevation of 1800
feet AMSL two miles east of the District. This area collectlvely
encompasses the largest expanse of level arable soils in the -
otherwise constricted Delaware River valley north of the Water
Gap (Figures 7.1-7.3).
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District soils primarily consist of deep, level, well drained,
mildly acidic, and generally fertile Chenango-Atherton Braceville
" loams. Most are glacial outwash deposits derived from gray ‘
sandstones, . shales, siltstones, and lesser amounts of limestone
~and igneous rocks. 1In profile, the plowzone level generally
consists of dark brown gravelly fine sandy loams extending from'
nine to 12 inches below ground level. This layer is underlain by
a 20 to 30 inch thick layer of dark yellowish-brown gravelly .
sandy loam or gravelly loamy sand. - A dark to grayish brown 30 to
40 inch thick substratum of loose gravelly loamy sand -occurs
below the subsoil. Low elevations are subject to periodic
flooding. Major floods completely inundating Minisink Island
have been recorded in 1888, 1903, 1936, 1949, and 1955 (Ritchie .
1 1949:156; Kraft 1978:21). o ' -

oak, pine, chestnut, sycamore, and catalpa presently predominate
in low-lying settings along the Delaware River at Minisink »
(Figure 7.5). Oak-chestnut forests primarily cover upland areas.
Oover 1,100 plant species currently are known to be present-within
the DWGNRA (National Park Service 1987:76-77). Although '
historically-documented elk, wolf, lynx, and mountain lion have
been extirpated, the number of animal species recorded at
Minisink generally has remained constant over the course of the

last 2,000 years.

During this time, the area’s moderate climate, deep fertile
soils, abundant flora and fauna, and strategic location at the .
junction of major trails passing over one of the region’s major
rivers resulted in Minisink becoming a major focus of human
occupation in the Northeast. Navigable by canoe for more than
200 miles above the limits of tidewater at Trenton, New Jersey,
the Delaware River has long been a major communication link
between the Appalachian Highlands and the Atlantic Coast. The
1747 James Turner Map (Figure 7.6) and contemporary projections
show Minisink Island as the terminus of the Minisink Trail or
Path extending from the Delaware River south and east across
northern New Jersey to where the Navesink River flows into the
Atlantic Ocean. On the Pennsylvania side, this path extended
north and westward to the Wyoming Valley on the Susquehanna River
around the present site of the city of Wilkes-Barre (Wallace
1965:101-102). Another trail, known as the "Minsi Path,"
paralleled Delaware River shores from Philadelphia to Minisink
Island (Wallace 1965:102-103).

The 20 cultural resources presently inventoried within the
Minisink Historic District collectively preserve a record of
nearly 8,000 years of human occupation at this strategic locale.
Minisink archeological sites comprise an almost continuous
deposit extending from the New Jersey shoreline across Minisink
Island to the bottomlands below the line of steep cliffs
paralleling the river on the Pennsylvania side. Singularly dense
deposits located on the southernmost portion of the New Jersey
side of the District contain intact features dating from late
prehistoric to early historic times associated with the historic
Munsee Indian community of Minisink (Figure 7.7-7.8). '
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Archeological deposits constitute the only presently known record
of Indian occupation at Minisink at the time when Dutch and
English settlers began colonizing the lower Delaware Rlver during .
the first decades of the 1600s. Located on waters not nav1gab1e :
by European vessels and far from their colonial centers, Minisink
is not noted in the earliest European records. The word itself

. first appears in 1650 denoting upper Delaware Valley lands on the
earliest known version of the Jansson-Visscher map series- (the '
1655 van der Donck Nova Belgii map is the most widely" known -
version of this series) under the legend Minnessinck ofte t’Landt
van Bachom, “Minisink or Bachom’s Land" (Campbell 1965) .
Although subsequent European reports mention Minisink people and
their country with increasing frequency throughout the remaining
years of the colonial era, no eyewitness account of the Minisink
community predatlng Arent Schuyler’s February 7, 1694 visit to
“Minnissinck" is known to exist (Grumet 1991: 225—238 a. publlshed
transcription of Schuyler’s report is reproduced in Kraft
1977:29).

‘Schuyler s account corroborates other sources reportlng perlodlc
Iroquois assaults upon Minisink and Delaware people symbolically-
regarded by the Five Nations as "women" and compelled to pay
tribute to them. Acquiescing to other Iroquois demands, many
people from Minisink also moved to new Indian communities
established under League supervision guarding the southern
frontiers of Iroquoia at Wyoming and other Susquehanna Valley
locales during the late 1600s and early 1700s. The earliest
known written reference to Munsees, a term meaning "“People from
Minisink," documents a group of these emigrants on "an Eastern
Branch of Sasquehannah" on September 27, 1727 (in Grumet.
1991:230).

Many Minisink people unwilling to live under Iroquois domination
moved farther west to the Allegheny and Ohio Valleys. Others
moved north and east to rocky Hudson Highland and Berkshire
Mountain upland valleys as yet unsettled by Europeans. Still
others, such as the "Menissen" people encountered at the ‘mouth of
the Maumee River near modern Toledo, Ohio among a large group of
Northeastern Indian expatriates by Sieur La Salle in 1681 or the
members of a large "Minnissinke" party travelling south to
Florida that same year, ventured farther afield (Grumet
1991:186-188) .

Minisink’s strategic location astride major communication routes
in an area still far from colonial settlement also made the place
an increasingly desirable locale for growing numbers of Indian
people displaced from ancestral lands during these years. Many
of these new immigrants were Hudson and lower Delaware Valley
Indian people forced to sell their homes to Europeans expanding
into their territories during the mid to late 1600s.
Increasingly unable to make their livings on the poor lands left
to them, many of these people became nomads in their own
homeland. Moving from place to place, many of these people came
“to regard Minisink town as a vital focal point and important way
station in a network of highland Indian settlements stretching
from the Connecticut Valley to Ohio (Grumet 1991:185-188).
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Other immigrants travelled eastward to Minisink along another
network of relations established during earlier Munsee visits.to
the Ohio Valley. Schuyler’s 1694 visit, for example, was in part
prompted by the province of New York’s concern over the hundreds
of Ohio Shawnees who had recently moved south of Minisink at the
Delaware Water Gap. French allies when King William’s War broke
out between France and England in 1689, the Shawnees had been
devastated by attacks from Iroquois warriors allied with the . .=
English. Minisink people periodically travelling to Ohio invited
the Shawnees to settle among them for protection, guided them to
their country, and helped them make peace with the Iroquois and

the English when they got there.

Although they appreciated Minisink hospitality, the Shawnees
lived restively under Iroquois domination. _Embroiled in -
conflicts with European settlers moving to 'the Water Gap in 1727,
the Shawnees finally moved away from Minisink later that year
after being ordered to relocate farther west by the Five Nations.
The Iroquois were not the only people trying to assert ‘
sovereignty in the upper Delaware River valley at this time. .
Rival colonists from nearby provinces also claimed the land for
themselves. Both the origins and the relative lateness of these
disputes may be found in the region’s remoteness from the early
centers of colonial expansion. Located in rugged interior
uplands initially considered stony waste lands by Europeans,
Minisink country was rarely visited by colonists and was almost
unknown to Europeans until the late 1600s.

European settlers managed to acquire title to nearly all Indian
lands in the Hudson Valley by the 1690s. Turning westward, East
and West Jersey proprietary authorities began buying land from
Indians in the upper Delaware Valley during the last decades of
the 17th-century. New Yorkers also began purchasing land around
Minisink during the late 1690s and early 1700s. By 1730, New
Jersey and New York provincial governments were contending with
Munsee owners, independent-minded squatters moving south from
Ulster and Orange Counties in New York, and each other for
Minisink lands on the eastern shore of the Delaware River.

Expanding northward, Pennsylvanians claiming the entire western
bank of the Delaware for themselves under the terms of the still-
controversial Walking Purchase of 1737 contested Jersey claims in
the area. Refusing to move, Munsee people finally were ordered
off their land by Iroquois acting at the request of Pennsylvania
authorities in 1742. Continuing to dispute Pennsylvania’s
claims, Minisinks placed a cloud over the province’s title by
selling the same land in 1754 and 1755 to Connecticut settlers
claiming rights to the territory under a "sea to sea" charter
granting them rights to all lands between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans at their colony’s latitude.

Much of what exists in the way of descriptions of Minisink town
appears in records documenting these disputes. Although no
detailed description of the settlement survives, archeological
deposits corroborate observations made by visiting surveyors of a
large community of bark or mat-covered longhouses situated on
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small farmsteads scattered across Minisink Island and the
adjacent New Jersey and Pennsylvania shores. The town’s _
population evidently varied considerably during these years. At
times, Minisink seemed to be the home of many hundreds of Indian
people. At others, the settlement seemed to be almost deserted.
Visits to other communities or periodic emigrations may account
for some of these fluctuations. Documented population ranges. .
also may reflect the effects of epidemic disease and shifting

political conditions.

Although several sources, such as local folk traditions of a
Dutch copper mine at Pahaquarra near the Water Gap, suggest
possibilities of earlier penetration, extant records indicate
that Europeans did not begin settling at Minisink until the
1720s. Several earlier deeds to Indian lands in the upper
Delaware valley, such as Arent Schuyler’s 1697 patent confirming
purchase of 1,000 acres of the lands he visited three years
earlier at Minisink, show that Europeans began staking claims to
Minisink territory as early as the 1680s (a transcription of
Schuyler’s Patent is reproduced in Kraft 1977:30-31). The
earliest documented evidence of European occupation in the area
appears in an Indian deed dated June 3, 1700 acknowledging
William Tietsort’s purchase of land recently settled at
Maggackemack north of Minisink town in what is now Port Jervis,
New York.

Tietsort soon was followed by other Ulster and Orange County, New ' -
York settlers driven farther south and west by high prices and =
rents charged by manor lords along the Hudson. Many of these
people were poor German refugees brought to New York by Governor
Robert Hunter as indentured servants to produce naval stores
during the late 1710s. All but abandoned when the scheme failed
soon after their arrival, many of these settlers moved with other
Dutch and English families to frontier areas where they purchased
land directly from Indian owners in defiance of provincial laws
forbidding the practice. One of these, a December 28, 1730 deed
from Scyacop, Indian of Minissinck to Johannes Westbrook : ~
conveying title to 100 acres of previously surveyed land at and
around Westbrook’s house and barn for the sum of five pounds,
represents the earliest known direct evidence of European
settlement at Minisink (transcript reproduced in Kraft
1977:39-40) .

Extant records clearly show that Indian people continued to live
alongside Westbrook and their other European neighbors for many
years at Minisink. Relations, however, gradually worsened as
Minisink Indian people gradually were forced out of the area by
settlers purchasing their last lands, cutting down the forests,
slaughtering game, building dams and roads, and fencing in newly
cleared farmlands. A small colonial village subsequently grew up
around the Indian town. Construction of Fort Westbrook, a
fortified stone house built near Westbrook’s home to shelter
village residents in case of attack sometime after 1730, stood as
mute testimony to deteriorating Indian relations until Charles
Philhower and other Valley residents scavenged most of the fort’s
last easily accessible stones during the early 1940s.
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Growing numbers of Minisink Indian people-spent. increasing
amounts of time away from the upper Delaware valley in the
decades following the founding of the European Minisink town.
Many visited friends and family at Wyoming and points farther
west. Others travelled north and east to Indian towns in the.
Hudson Highlands and new missions built in the Berkshires by
Presbyterians at Stockbridge, Massachusetts in 1736 and by
Moravians in Dutchess County, New York in 1742.

Most Indian people finally moved away from Minisink entirely just
before the Munsees and their Delaware and Shawnee allies went to
war against their erstwhile British allies when hostilities

between France and Great Britain again broke out at the beginning

of the Seven Years War in 1755. ‘Munsee warriors from towns along
the Susquehanna and Ohio Valleys repeatedly struck homesteads all
along the upper Delaware River. Settlers horrified by these

raids helped create and carry on local folk traditions centering

around the exploits of an implacable Indian-hater named Tom
Quick. Although the Indians compelled Delaware Valley settlers
to erect lines of forts north and south of Fort Westbrook along
both banks of the river, they could not drive the Europeans from
their lands. Making peace with the British at the Treaty of _
Easton in 1758, most Munsee people moved to the Ohio Valley after
selling all but their hunting and fishing rights in northern New
Jersey for 1,000 Spanish dollars. : -

Some Indian people continued to make their homes above Minisink
at places like Cochecton town in present-day Damascus, -
Pennsylvania in the years immediately following the end of the
Seven Years War in 1763. Living uneasily with their European
neighbors, most of these people ultimately aligned themselves
with the British when war broke out between Great Britain and the
colonies in 1775. Many people from Minisink subsequently joined
British and Indian columns attacking the New York, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania frontiers. Again unable to drive the settlers

away, nearly every Indian family remaining in the Delaware Valley

finally was compelled to leave following the end of the war in
1783. :

Not possessing the raw materials or the abundant sources of
water-power attracting industrial development elsewhere, and
located to the north of the main Delaware Valley resort area
around the Water Gap, Minisink was ultimately bypassed by canals
and railroads built farther north and south. This does not mean
that Minisink remained a quiet wooded backwater during the
19th-and early 20th-centuries. Photographs and other evidence
show that the area was intensively cultivated up until federal
purchasing agents began acquiring land around Minisink for the
Tocks Island Dam project during the late 1960s (Figure 7.4).
Although the overall intensity of cultivation has since
diminished somewhat, farmers continue to plant crops at Minisink
on leased park lands and remaining private inholdings within
DWGNRA boundaries.



