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1. Name of Property

historic name
other names/site number _ Valley Road Bridge, Stewartstown Railroad

2. Location
street & number Valley Road I__{not for publication
city, town Hopewell Township ) [x ] vicinity
state Pennsylvania code  PA county York code 133 zipcode 17363
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[Jprivate [ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local D district buildings
[ ] public-State [ site sites
[} public-Federal X structure 1 structures

[J obyect objects

1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property histmg: Number of contributing resources previously
Railroad Resources of York County, PA usted in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certitication

; As tne oesignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certity that this

! _ nommnation ___jrequest for determination of-sigibiity meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
sianonal Register of Histonc Places and meets the procedural and protessional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my op:non. the property 2] meets _l&)es not meet me'/yahonahﬁleguster critenia. DSoe continuation gheet._ (

DR. BRENT D. GLASS Ao An A Ao 4 /’2/’7/?

© Signatyre of cerlitying othicial NS AN V{ s~ NWEV T D:w,

g PA HISTORICAL & MUSEUM COMMISSION

! Siate or Federa! agency and dureau

i In my opinion. the property L_imeets L_jdoes not meet the Natonal Register critena. DS« continuation sheet.

i Signature 0! commenting or other otticiat Date

State or Feoers! agency and bureau

5. Nationa! Park Service Certitication
|. hereby. certity that this property is

—

i _jentered in the National Register

___: See contnuation sheet
C}celermmec eligible for the Nationa!
Register : See continuation sheet
Dde!ermmed not ehgible tor the
National Register

[ iremoved trom the National Regisier
|__jother texpiain )

Signature of the Keeper : Date of Action



4 3

s i

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Transportation/rail related. Transportation/rail related

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materiails (enter categories from instructions) -

{enter categories from instructions)
foundation ___Stone

Other: Pratt Truss Bridge walls __ N/A

roof __ N/A

other _ Steel

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Valley Road Bridge, located in Shrewsbury Township on the Stewartstown
Railroad, was salvaged fram a railroad in western Pennsylvania and brought to
this line at the time of its construction in 1885. By 1920, the truss system
had became weakened and a new support was put into place. The new system,
consisting of steel girders, is a common engineering design of bridges on
railroads in York County.

The truss bridge is an uncammon type of bridge used on the railroads in
York County, and this truss is a variation of the Pratt desigm. Canstructed
by the Keystone Bridge Campany of Pittsburgh, this is an unusual example of a
bedstead, in which the vertical end posts that are anchored into the abutments.
By far the most cammon truss bridges feature diagonal end posts, as can be seen
in the Muddy Creek Bridge on the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad in Peach
Bottam and Lower Chanceford Townships. In the Pratt design the diagonal braces
-.are.in -tension, supporting the deck of the bridge. The-vertical bracing is in
campression, counterbalancing the force of the diagonals. This structure
features twenty-two vertical braces, evenly divided on both elevations, with a
pair of steel rods(in this instance acting as braces) tying the vertical braces
together. The truss system was supported by field stone abutments, which also
act as retaining walls for the grading of the railroad.

The girder system was added c¢. 1920 and replaced the weakened truss bridge,
although the latter was never removed. The girders, which were salvaged fram
a bridge on the Tyrone and Clearfield line of the Pennsylvania Railroad, were
placed an top of the abutments. The original abutments were added onto with
concrete, shortening the span between the two facing ends. The height of the
girders caused the level of the deck to rise. This was campensated by regrading
the railroad.

The railroad is still used periodically for the movement of freight and
train excursions. The bridge remains in good condition.

[:]Soe continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance )

Certifying official has considered the signiﬂcanoq of this property in relation to other properties:
: [Cnationally [ Istatewide  [X]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ ]8B CA o |
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) E]A D B [:]C ’|:]D DE DF DG

Al f Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance ' ) Significant Dates
Transportation oY 1885 - 1940 1885, 1920
Engineering

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Buiider
N/A Kevstone Bridge Companv

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Situated along the route of the Stewartstown Railroad in Shrewsbury
Township is the Valley Road Bridge. It was constructed at the time of the
Stewartstown Railroad in 1885 using a salvaged bridge manufactured by the
Keystone Bridge Campany in Pittsburgh and used on a railroad in western
Pennsylvania. Exhibiting two types of bridge canstruction within cne bridge, the
Valley Road Bridge is a locally important example of the engineering of railroad
bridges. It is also significant in the area of transportation for its
association with the Stewartstown Railroad. The Stewartstown Railroad satisfied
the supply and demand needs of merchants located to the east of New Freedom
Borough and allowed for the transportation of their goods to it jurictions to the
Northern Central Railway. - R ' '

Consisting of only 7.2 miles the Stewartstown Railroad Campany, before and
during its operation, suffered from the lack of a large revenue. A small
population fram which to draw subscriptions for the necessary capital and a
limited passenger and freight base were the only available sources. This, most
likely, is the reason for the need o purchase salvaged bridges or individual
parts instead of erecting bridges fram new materials.

The use of truss systems in the construction of railroad bridges is
uncamon within York County. Although the truss system is no longer in use, the
Valley Road Bridge is only one of ‘wo trusses built in this style on the
railroads surveyed. The girder system, which was later added, is reflective of
the most common type of bridge an York County railroads. The structure has
remained in good condition, with its integrity well intact through its periodic
use. The line is still operated for the moving of freight and train excursiaons.

D See continuation sheet



8. Major Bibliographical Refei _es

Hart, George (Stewartstown Railrbad), Interview, March 1992.
Hilton, George W., History of.the MA and PA Railroad, Columbia.
Historical Snciety of York County, Manuscript Files, York, PA.

Prowell, George, History of York County, J.H. Beers and Co., Chicago, 1907.

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested DState historic preservation .office
[:]previously listed in the National Register DOther State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register [:]Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [:]Local government
[Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings [Juniversity
Survey # Other
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # ' Historic York, Inc.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of propenty Less than ogne acre

UTM References

Alli8) '3:62'1.00! (4.4]0.116.2.0] - S T N I AT ST B AU B AR
Zone  Easung Northing . Zone  Easting Northing ,
cl. | SNSRI B SN SR SRR ‘ ol ) Ll ey bbb by

DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boungary Description

Beginning at a point on the northeast corner of the east abutment, thence south
to a point on the southeast corner of said abutment, thence west, approximately 190
feet across Valley Road to a point on southwest corner of the west abutment, thence
north to a point on said abutment, thence east approximately 190 feet across before

mentioned road to place of beginning. (s inuati n
ee continuation sheet

Boundary Justiticaton

The above description includes the bridge and its abutments only.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By \

nameftitlte _Thomas N. Shaffer/Architectural Historian

organization Historic York., Inc. __date _6/30/92
street & number _P.0. Box 2312 telephone (717) 843-0320

Cify or tlown York . state PA zip code 17405
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