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Physical Description

Built in 1923, the Mayer Sulzberger Junior High School is a three story 17 bay
brick faced concrete structure. Limestone center projecting bayfeatures three
arched recessed entries altered to accommodate modern fire doors; 2 story
column screen with Corithian order fluted columns framing second and third floor
center bays with modern industrial sash; columns support entablature with name
panel capped by cornice and balustrade; regular fenestration pattern of triplet
double hung replacement sash, crowned with splayed stone lintels on first and
third floors, only. Belt course between first and second floors. Second floor
windows capped with ornamented stone panels; Brick piers with stone bases and
capitals delineate bays on upper floors. Facade crowned by stone frieze band,
capped with stone cornice, above which rises plain parapet.

Statement of Significance

The Mayer Sulzberger School represents one of the less distinctive or intact
examples of the Classical design mode for Philadelphia school design. Major
alterations to windows and doors inhibit original character and architectural
significance of structure.
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3.ADDRESS: 4Bth Street, 701-741 N.

5.NAME: Sulzberger, Hayer, Junior High School

6, FORMER NAME:

13.DATES: 1923-1924% ADDITIDNS:

DESCRIPTION: A 3-story, 17-register, brick building set upon a raised stone
basement. The front of the building is in the shape of a shallow W. The center
three registers form a projected pavilion. This pavilion has a stone first
fioor with arched entrance openings; stone pilasters between the openings on the
upper floors, a stonecourse with the name of the school above the third floor
and a balcony on top. The six registers on either side have a brick first floor
with triple sash within the openings, stone sills and stone keystone-centered
lintels. A stone beltcourse/cornice runs above the first floor., The repgisters
are recessed on the second and third floors and separated by brick pilasters
with stone caps. A stone cornice runs beneath the brick parapet. The end
registers project with the same sash arrangement as that found on the previously
described registers. The side elevations stretch {2 registers deep with
projecting entrances in the third registers from the end. All openings along
the side are at the same level, including those fronting the stairwells.

HISTORY/SI6GN.: The concept of junior high schools in Philadelphia was relatively
new in 1922. The first was the Holmes Junior High School at 55th and Chestnut
Streets, a conversion from an elementary school design. Following its success,
the Sthool Board authorized the construction of five junior high schools in 1922
and three in 1923 in locations throughout the city. Each of these eight,
designed from School Board Type Number JHS5-4, contained 2.46 million cubic feet,
a figure exceeded only by the various high achools constructed in the mid-1910s,
The first of these buildings was the Edwin H. Vare School, for which the

R contract was awarded in March 1922. Both of the contracts for the Anna H. Shaw
and the Jay Cook Junior High Schools were awarded less than a month later. The
1923 group included the John Paul Jones {(contract awarded May 1923), Warren B.
Harding {(June 1923) and the Mayer Sulzberger (July 1923) Schools.

28.S50URCES: Edmunds, Chronological List of Public School Buildings, 1818-1934
School Board, "New Buildings Under Contract”

EVALUATION: This building warrants inclusion onto the National Register as part
of the Philadelphia Public Schools Thematic District.
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25. titeriacation

26. brist description (note unusual features, integrity, environment, threats and associsted Buiidings)

3-story, 17 register, brick building set upon a raised stone base-
ent.. The front of the building is in the shape of a shallow W.
The center three registers form a projected pavilion. This pavilion
has a stone first floor with arched entrance openings, stone pilasters
between the openings on the upper floors, a stonecourse with the name
of the school above the third floor and 'a balcony on top. The six
registers on either side have a brick first floor with triple sash
within the openings, stone sills and stone keystone-centered lintels.
A" stone beltcourse/cornice runs above the first floor. The registers
are recessed on the second and third floors and separated by bricék
pilasters with stone caps.. A stone cornice runs beneath the brick

ment The side eclevations streteh 12 rngicfnrc ﬂpnp  {continue on back if necessary)

parapet. The end registers project. with the same triple sash arrange- |

27. hisrory, signiticancs and/or background

In response to changes in educational theory and practice, the School
District of Philadelphia undertook a program of erecting junior high
schools. The first junior high school in the city, Holmes Junior High

School, was built as an elementary shecool and, with the addition of
an auditorium and other rooms, converted into a junior high school
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26. DESCRIPTION (continued) ‘ 4

with projecting entrances in the third registers from the end. All openings
along the side are at the same level, incluging those fronting the stair-
wells. - R

s - -

27. HISTORY/SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

soon after its completion in 1916-1917. This school appears as a part of
this nomination. During the expansive years after World War I, the School
District began to design and erect buildings spec1f1ca11y as junior high
schools. The first plans for junior high schools as junior high schools
received the type designation JHS-4. This new school was large by the
standards of the era and was exceeded in size only by the senior high
schools of the secdond decade of the twentieth century. In the years 1922-
1924, the School District had eight identical buildings erected from this
model devised by Irwin T. Catharine. The contract for the first of thrs
form, the Edwin H. Vare School, was let in March 1922, followed; the neit

‘month by two more.: ;he Su Herger School was the 1ast of the group of.
eight with.a contract awar in July- 1923. The: Mayer’ Sulzberger Junlor

‘High -School- represents thls 1nnovat10n 1n pedagogy, and: in ‘the- Hevelopment
"and 1mp1ementatlon of -an archltectural response to the, new need" ‘"This !
school possesses excellent integrity. : - : o

National Register Criteria: A and' C, Architecture and Education.

Boundary Justification: The nominated property contalns fhe contributing
bu11d1ng and all hlstorlcally assoclated land. '

There is one contributing building on the nbminated property.

Verbal boundary: the nominated property is tax parcel #886115000.

EVALUATION )
This building warrants listing on the National Register for its place in
the history of education and school architecture in Philadelphia. ..
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