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Woodrow Wilson Junior High School
Physical Description

The Wilson School rises three stories in height and spans a width of fifteen
bays, almost filling the block. Constructed of brick with limestone trim, the
building has a symmetrical Placement of elements and horizontal emphasisg
typical of Neo-Classical design. The building is defined by a center projecting
frontispiece and two flanking projecting building ends. The main entrance is
handsomely detailed with four smooth dressed Doric columns supporting an
entablature incised with the school name. Above is a molded cornice and a
balustraded parapet. The main facade of the building is broken down into
elements beginning with a smooth dressed limestone basement. The first floor is
defined by a smooth dressed band course above the window heads. The main body of
the building is characterized by slightly projecting brick pilasters with stone
bases and capitals with flank the .slightly recessed window bays. These pilasters
support a smooth dressed fascia with molded cornice with dentillation. Rising
above the cornice is an unadorned brick parapet wall. The fenestration pattern
is regular with tripartite, double hung sash with molded mullions. The original
sash have been replaced with aluminum sash with paning infill,

Statement of Significance

Designed in the Neo-Classical style, the Woodrow Wilson Junior High School
exemplifies an architectural style that epitomized institutional and public
Structures. Constructed in 1927, the school is an excellent example of the
design flexibility of School Board Architect Irwin T. Catharine. Son of School
Board Chairman, Joseph Catharine, he studied architecture at Drexel Institute in
preparation for a careeer with the school board. Undertaking the position of
Head Draftsman, in 1919, he succeeded John D. Cassell as Building Superintendent
in 1930. Working within the basic constraints of standard school plan and
massing, Catharine designed an impressive junior high school plant in the then
popular Neo-Classical style. Commonly used for public and institutional
buildings as banks, courts and museums, the bullding's handsome appearance could
easily imply any one of the aforementioned uses.

This school is distinctive among Catharine's Neo-Classical school designs. It is
not as intricately detailed as two other Neo-Classical schools designed by
Catharine--the W. and E. Martin and the Julia Masterman Schools. However, like the
Wagner Junior High School, the monumental scale and long, horizontal lines of the
Wilson Junior High School are much more striking than the scale and lines in the

Martin and Masterman Schools.

Thus the Wilson Junior High School is a distinctive Neo~Classical public school
design by Catharine.

area of significance: architecture
verbal boundary description

The nominated property consists of Philadelphia County lot 8862715 which contains
i ous grounds.
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