25. file/location

Clio Group, Inc.

26. brief destription {note unusuat features, integrity, environment, threats and associated buildings)

.. This typical ¢.1900 Philadelphia schoolhouse is.a symmetrical block, with its
entrance housed in a shallowly projecting central pavillion headed by a gable. The
building is constructed of coursed, freestone ashlar rising 3% (continue on back if necessary)

27. history, significance and/or background
J. Horace Cook was the chief architect of the Philadelphia School Board at the turn
of the century and this school is among the many gradually vanishing examples of his
work. These schools, with their generous playgrounds, often provide the only open
space for children to play on in the densely built up neighborhoods of North Phila~
delphia. Cook's schools, though they use the up-to-date Classical Revival style,

12161 Vd ‘erydioperryd

essentially follow the planning and composition of Philadelphia (continue on back if necessary)
28. sources of information . . 29. prepared by:
Edmunds, Schools of Philadelphia (1900-1907)
Cliox 0010919,0030136,0026916 (continue on back if necessary) M. Lewis
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44. ext. design

45. int. design
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ADDITIONAL DATA/PHOTOS . . survey code
number all continuations from front 043-88340—02601

26. stories above a basement to a low hipped roof. Large double hung windows headed
by round arches on the second story and jack arches on the other stories  1light the
classrooms on either end of the building. Thé hall and stairwell are contained in the
central pavillion. The exterior is virtually unornamented except for the pedimented
Renaissance portico over the entrance which is detailed with applied pilasters. The
series of additions to the rear are treated more simply and shift to brick construction.

27. schopls built a half-century earlier by Samuel. Sloan. This school was altered
in 1915 Jnd added to in 1924, It is a valuable surviving record of an important turn
of the century institution in neighborhood-oriented and organized North Philadelphia.
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Rudolph S. Walton School

Physical Description

Rising three stories in height, this building is constructed of rough cast
stone. Rectangular in plan with projecting pedimented entrance in the central
bay. The fenestration features double hung four over four windows; the second
floor has round arched and square headed sash. On the Huntington Street
elevation the third floor has round arched sash in the gable end. The main
entrance surround, executed in granite has a pediment with the building name
incised in the entablature. Smooth dressed pilasters support the surround.

Statement of Significance

Constimcted in'1900-1901, the Walton School numbers among the first designed after J.
Horace Cook's appointment to the position of Supervising Architect for the
School Board. Beginning in the late nineteenth century, the position of
Supervising Architect played an important role in school design, each placing

the individual mark on schools while maintaining the basic plan and design
approved by the Board.

Involved in actual design while working under Supervisor Anshutz, Cook continued
in the same design vein during his early supervisory years. Nevertheless, the
Walton School, while retaining the recognizable plan and massing of Anshutz era
Schools, dlsplays a more 013531ca1 reflned exterior. T i

Thus the Walton School is trans1t10na1 in appearance, it displays the Victorian
massing of the later nineteenth century, and refined.€lassical.eléments that

became popular in Philadelphia public schoolssin the early. twentleth century. In
addition, the original floor plan, with its single loaded corridor and flanking
stairs, shows the later nineteenth century influence of the single-loaded corridor °
variation of the Sloan plan.

Thus the Walton School is significant as an example of the transition from
later nineteenth century designs in Philadelphia public schools to architectural
elements popular in early twentieth century public school designs.

area of significance: architecture

verbal boundary descriptién

The nominated property consists of Philadelphia County lot 882604500 which contains
the school and its contiguous grounds.
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