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Greene County Covered Bridges #1 to 9: Greene County
Courthouse
High Street
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania

Washington County Covered Bridges #1, 3-7, 9, 11-26:
Washington County
Washington County Courthouse
South Main Street
Washington, Pennsylvania
#2 Pine Bank Covered Bridge:
The Meadowcroft Foundation
Avella, Pennsylvania 15312
#8 Hughes Covered Bridge

Amwell Township

#10 Davis, Horn, Overholtzer Covered Bridge

joint ownership

Washington County Courthouse Greene County Courthouse
South Main Street High Street

Washington, Pennsylvania and Waynesburg, Pennsylvania
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Washington and Greene Counties are located in the southwest corner of
Pennsylvania bordering the states of Ohio and West Virginia. In the
nineteenth century Washington and Greene Counties were important
agricultural and sheep-raising areas as well as being rich in
pituminous coal, natural gas, petroleum, sand, and clay. The eastern
borders of these counties are formed by the Monongahela River.

Coal mining and steel and glass manufacturing today are the major
industrial activities in these counties.

Covered bridges were once plentiful in Pennsylvania, every year more
are destroyed and replaced. The Office of Historic Preservation,
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission in conjunction with
local historical and governmental groups is currently conducting

~a survey of the remaining covered bridges in Pennsylvania. This
nomination is a development of the survey.

There were originally 35 covered bridges in Greene County and 42 in
Washington County. As of October 1978 there are 9 covered bridges
remaining in Greene County, 25 in Washington County and one between
counties.

The majority of the remaining bridges are Queenpost truss; 6 in
Greene County, 15 in Washington County. Kingpost truss are the
second most abundant with 2 in Greene County and 9 in Washington
County. Greene and Washington Counties each have only one Burr
arch truss bridge and share one Burr arch truss bridge.

The majority of the bridges are made of white oak, which was the
plentiful and durable lumber during the nineteenth century. None
of the bridges remaining have their original split oak shingles.
These have been replaced with tin, sheet iron or corrugated iron.
Four types of siding were used in the construction of the Washington
and Greene County bridges: lap siding, drop siding, double V barn

~ viding and plain sheeting boards. Lap siding is the old type and
was used on the older bridges such as Hughes, Washington County.
Several have drop siding generally called weatherboarding; others
of later construction are double v barn siding but most are covered
with vertical sheating. Stripping is used between the boards to
seal against the elements.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The covered bridges of Washington and Greene Counties are fine examples
of the adaptiveness and resourcefulness of the rural American in the
The development of the covered bridge is histor-
ically tied to Europe and as the new world became settled, bridge
builders were confronted with the problem of spanning the large rivers
of North America where the most plentiful resource was timber.

nineteenth century.

The first American covered bridge was the Permanent Bridge in Phila-

delphia built by Timothy Palmer in 1805.

measuring 550 feet.

‘systems were developed.

It was a three span bridge

Following this pretegious start the covered
bridge boom began. And as the need grew many new types of trussing

Pennsylvania was once and possible is still

the leader in the number and development of covered bridges in the

United States.

hundred of these bridges.

Records show that Pennsylvania once had over three
Many of . these bridges are the first example

of a trussing type and were built by noted bridge builders such as

Timothy Palmer, Louis Wernwag, James Moore and Theodore Burr.

But

the majority of Pennsylvania's covered bridges were built by local

carpenters.

Washington and Greene.
were used the. most..

This is especially true in the rural counties such as
Where the simple King and Queen post styles

The majority of the remaining bridges in Washington and Greene Counties

are Queenpost and Kingpost truss.

The simple Kingpost truss is

basically a triangle truss with two-timbers slanting down from the

center to the ends of the lower chord of the bridge.

The kingpost

extends down vertically from the center to the lower chord, forming

two triangles.

seldom over 30 to 35 feet.

This trussing system was used for smaller bridges

The Queenpost is a variation of the Kingpost with an added horizontal

crosspiece and could be used for spans of 60 to 70 feet.
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The Burr Arch truss is commonly used for longer spans of 100 feet
or more. It is a multiple kingpost with large arches fastened to
the sides and tied to the abutments.

The covered bridge i1s an important historical transportation resource
of Pennsylvania. The identification and preservation of all of
Pennsylvania's covered bridges is important.
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