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"The James-Lorah House is a spacious, two and a half story Nineteenth
- Century, stucco townhouse, displaying a medium gable roof with cor-
nice and double, end,brick chimneys, Marble steps.lead to the
..entrance on the main’-facade which contains a single, two-panelled door
with a six light transom, Above the transom is a segmental pediment.
Fenestration is:symetrical, The first floor displays-a six-over-six
light, two sash window on either side of the door, with segmental pedi--
“ ment and panelled shutters, The three windows on the second floor are
'klsix-over-six light, two sash with lugsills, -segemental pediment and
_louvered shutters, Above these are eyebrow windows, each of six lights
- with a lugsill, segmental pediment, and panelled shutters,
" one and a half story wing has a high gable roof with a single, end brick
”_ ‘¢himney, - The entrance on the main facade displays an eight panelled .
door with a- £lush fanlight. On either side of the door is a six-over-
j six light, two sash, unped1mented window with a lugsill and panelled
shutters. ; ) L

Inside the main,house-there is a vestibule leadlng to~a;center hall at
“the rear of which.is a. stairway leading to the upper. floors., -On the
right is the. drawing Yoom with marble mantle.,_Opposite are dcublaa
parlors, both with' fireplace ‘and marble mantles; i The" silver ‘door. knobs
‘.,_eand hinges are unusual, as’are the chandeliers in: “the hall and drawing
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The house has been preserved by the Village Improvement Asscciatzon as

"a typical Victorian Mansion, The rooms are all redecorated but no.

" major changes were made in the construction of the house, :The exterior:
.~ of the house is virtually unaltered, with the exception. of a large o
' auditorium, added in the 1980's to the rear of the’ small wing which had
: been the doctor S. office.;f :

*wing added
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This house.,. has been a center of public service with its history
.of low, medicine, religion, music, and literature"; Fred 4, S
Martin, A.l.A,, Doylestown architect and historian.

In 1806, Zerick Titus bought this land, and erected on it- probably
where the small office wing now stands - a harness and saddler's
shop, Five years later, he sold the property to Abraham Chapman, a
descendant of one of Bucks County's earliest settlers, and the first
white man to locate North of Newtown. He married the daughter of
Doylestown's first doctor, and they moved from Wrightstown to
Doylestown in 1813, when the County se4 was moved there, In later
years he was referred to as the Father of the Bucks County Bar

Association,

In 1834 he gé%e the property to his son Henry, who_ha¢.the“old.
saddler's shop reconstructed and enlarged in 1841,

In 1844, prior to his second marriage to the daughter_of Gov, Francis.f_

Shunk of Pennsylvania, he had this large, handsome residence built
~ on to the smaller building, "at that time the finest house in the
" borough" (Doylestown Old and New, Davis), The builder was David
. Goucher, who had worked with his -brother Thomas as:a"joyner" for .-
several years in the area, then left him to take up carpentry.

‘Gov, Shunk visited the young Chépman's during the first year they
lived in the house; he was given a cannon salute when he arrived
on the out~-skirts of Doylestown, '

‘Henry Chapman served one term in the State Senate, and .one term in

the U, S, Congress, In 1861 he was elected President Judge of the "

. Bucks-Montgomery District, where he served. for then years, then .
retired to "literary pursuits", He was the grandfather of Dr,
Henry Chapman Mercer.who built Doylestown's three Yconcrete ex-

_ .travaganzas“:a“Foﬁthillb*The Moravian Pottery and Tile Works, and

-, the.Mercer Museum,-which houses his'which houses his. world-famous

“:collectiony - "Tools: of the Nation Maker', "It 'is crcer

" was"born’in‘the 'front bedroom of this house.- ™
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"Doylestown, Old and New", W,W,H, Davis, Intelligencer Priﬁt, o

1904, p. 192
“History of Bucks County", W,W.H, Davis, Lewis Publishing Co., 1905,
!Design Resources of Doylestown, Published by Doylestown Borough

Planning Commission, 1969,

"PictgreSque Doylestown" pamphlet putlished by Doylestown Merchant s
Association, 1965,

“Saddle Soap to Silver Pollsh", paper read by Fred ¥, Martin, A.I.A. 1964..
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na--
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ('Public Law
86-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evalvated accordir,, 1o the criteria and procedures set

National Register.

1 hereby certify that this property is -included in the

forth by the National Park Service.
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