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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Logan Furnace Mansion is a 2%+ story, 5 bay coursed stone building
(46 x 27 feet) with a two story, 3 bay kitchen extension to the rear
and also of stone. The mansion has an "L" shape plan. The kitchen
wing was the original house and was built 1798-1800 by John Dunlop.
The main section to the north was built circa 1818.

The kitchen wing has a threé bay facade facing the creek. A large
chimney filled the far wall and a stairwell partitioned the house

" into two large rooms.

The interior of this section has experienced changes in recent years
which include the filling in of the kitchen fireplace and the re-
moval of two fireplaces upstairs. The mantle of the dining room
fireplace remains intact as do chair-rails on first and second floors.
A1l detailing is of the simplest order, however, feature such as

the wainscoating on the first floor still remain. The stairs are
central and were probably originally enclosed. The attic reveals
tapered 3% by 3 inch rafters, variously 26-30 inches o.c. and a tin
roof nailed to lath. Rafters are joined with isquare, hand-carved
pins and rest directly on the stone walls.

_ The main house has a symmetrical plan with one room on either side

of the central hall. The exterior appearance consists of a five-

bay facade in which stones are roughly squared. The main entrance
consists of a wide door surmounted by a semicircular lunette. A
wide molding surrounds -the door, leading to a decorative wooden key-
stone at the top. Reveals are panelled and the underside of the arch
is reeded. The window displays graceful fan tracery.

Nearly all windows at the Logan Furnace site have been replaced; how-
ever, original sash sizes were preserved. Window frames on the

first floor are embellished with reeding terminating in square blocks
at the corners. .

The interior finish of the main house has deteriorated with all fire-
places having been removed. The original open-newelled stairway
remalns. ‘

There are porches on the main facade of the 1818 section and on two
sides of the older section. Both porches were added later in the
19th century. ’

Both sections of the house have basements and are now covered with
tin roofing. - , .
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: X 18001898 _ COMMERCE —_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
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. In the autumn of 179%, Col. James Dunlop, his son John, and
son-in-law, James Harris moved to the Nittany Valley to settle
on lands rear present-day Bellefonte. The Colonel built the
first house in Bellefonte and with Harris laid out the town in
1795. In the same year John Dunlop began buillding a forge in
Bellefonte and also joined with the Patton and Miles firm in the
construction of Harmony Forge.

In 1797 Dunlop began the erection of Logan Furnace and had it
in operation the following year. It was probably at this time
that the present kitchen wing of the house was built. Dunlop had
married in 1797; and from the information available, it would
appear that the Logan house was the couple's first home.

In 1813 Jacob Thomas met with John Dunlop, and when Dunlop
died in 1814, he and Samuel, Jacob, George and Reuben Valentine
settled in Centre County. They occupied the Dunlop residence and
eventually purchased the Dunlop ironworks. By 1818, the household
had expanded sufficiently to add the main section-to the older
portion of the house. :

¢ £

' The ironworks of the Valentines and Thomas prospered and by
1828 was producing as much iron as all the other Centre County
furnaces combined. In 1842. Logan furnace discontinued operation
and was dismantled. Logan was now too far from resources of
charcoal. The Logan Mansion is the remaining evidence of a once-
thriving early Centre County industry.
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Linn, John Blair, History of Centre and Clinton Counties. Philadelphia,
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L. H. Everts, 1883

Maynard, D. S. Industries and Institutions of Centre County, Bellefonte,

Pa., Richie and Maynard, 1877.
Mitchell J. Thomas. I_I"_OH Industries of Centre County. Bellefonte,

1936.
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