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(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
[} District G Building ] Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure X} Private {3 In Process €] Unoceupied (X Restricted
[] Object ] Both [J Being Considered ] Preservanion work [T} Unrestricted
in progress 3 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural (7] Government 3 Park (] Transportation &1 Comments
(] Commercial [ Industrial {0) Private Residence (] Other (Specity) MEETING STILL
O Educational [ Military [X] Religious USED EOR SERVICES DURING THE

{3 Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific SUMMER _MONTHS.
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OWNER'S NAME:
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TITLE OF' SURVEY

Prunsyl VANIA HISTORICAL AND MuseuMm CoMM1SSIQON SURVEY

DATE OF SURVEY: 1915 {1 Federal X State [ County 1 Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MuseumM COMMISSION
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Box 1026
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RIPTION ' :
(Check One)

[J Excellent &1 Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated [J Ruins [CJ Unexposed

CONDITION ~
(Check One) (Check One)

%1 Altered O Unaltered ] Moved Xl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

OLp KENNETT MEETING WAS CONSTRUCTED ABOUT 1713 AND ENLARGED
IN 1719 aND 1731. T WAS BUILT OF STONE WITH GAMBREL ROOF
AND END CHIMNEYS AND WAS SITUATED LENGTHWISE FROM WEST TO EAST.
THE MAIN ENTRANCE WAS CENTRALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTH ELEVATION
FLANKED 8Y TWO WINDOWS. BOTH GABLE ENDS WERE THREE BAY WITH
DOUBLE DOORS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WALLS, FLANKED BY
TWO WINDOWS, WITH TWO SMALLER GALLERY WINDOWS PLACED DIRECTLY
ABOVE. ALL WINDOWS INCLUDED PANELLED SHUTTERS.

INTERIOR DETAILS INCLUDED A SLIDING WOODEN PARTITION RUN=-
NING NORTH TO SOUTH, USED TO DIVIDE THE MEN'S AND WOMEN's
MEETINGS; GALLERIES IN BOTH EAST AND WEST ENDS, EACH SUPPORTED
BY A SINGLE, ROUGHLY SHAPED COLUMN; WOODEN PLANK FLOORS AND
WAINSCOTING; WOODEN PEWS; AND TWO ATTIC FIREPLACES, ONE IN
EACH GABLE END. INTERIOR WALLS AND THE CEILING WERE PLASTERED.

THE MOST NOTABLE EXTERIOR ALTERATION HAS BEEN REPLACEMENT
OF THE GAMBREL ROOF WITH A HIGH GABLE ROOF WITH BOXED CORNICE
AND RETURN IN THE 19TH CENTURY. THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE HAS BEEN
STUCCOED AND WHITEWASHED AND THE GABLE END DOUBLE DOORS HAVE
BEEN REDUCED IN SI1ZE. THE UNSUPPORTED, GABLED OVERHANG ABOVE
THE MAIN ENTRANCE AND THE SMALL SHED ATTACHED TO THE WEST END
OF THE MEETING ARE MOST LI{KELY 19TH CENTURY FEATURES,

INTERIOR CHANGES HAVE BEEN FEW. THE ATTIC FIREPLACES
WERE REMOVED, BUT THE WOODWORK OF THE PANELLED PARTITION AND
OF THE FLOOR, WAINSCOTING AND PEWS REMAINS LARGELY INTACT AND

IN VERY GOOD CONDITION.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[J Pre-Columbian! ] 16th Century E] 18th tenfury O 20th Century
{3 15th Century (1 17th Century (] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1713: ADDITIONS IN 1719 AND 1731.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [J Education, | . ] Political . 0 ;Urban Planning
O Prehistoric 3 Engineeriné K] Religion/Phi. {J Other (specity)
{0 Historic O Industry losophy

O Agriculture [J flavention [ Science

X} Architecture {J Landscape [ Sculpiure

] Art Architecture [} Social/Human-

[ Commerce O Literature itarian

O Communications [ Military [0 Theater

] Conservation ) Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

THeE OLo KENNETT MEETING HAS SURVIVED OVER 250 YEARS AS
A SYMBOL Of QUAKER INFLUENCE [N THIS AREA OF PENNSYLVAN{A.
I TS STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY, ESPECIALLY INTERIOR FEATURES,
REMAINS INTACT AND IN GOOD CONDITION. |T 1S KNOWN THAT
REPAIRS WERE MADE IN THE 1830's, BUT IT SEEMS THAT THESE
WERE ROUTINE IN NATURE AND DID NOT SUBSTANTJALLY ALTER
THE CHARACTER OF THE OVERALL STRUCTURE.

THE MEETING, BESIDES SERVING AS A CIVIC AND RELIG—
[OUS CENTER, WAS THE SCENE OF THE INITIAL SKIRMISH OF THE

BATTLE OF BRANDYWINE ON THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 11, 1777.

§?~ 1th, General
: small group

ked,. te British con-

A Early on the moraing of_
Maxwell crossed the Bran
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elch £§§Q9‘ ‘and the
01d Kennett Meetinghougd/. :Pr §§f‘ skirmish the
American forces were r ulan. 2
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HICKMAN 2ND EDTTION, 1912, PP. 132, 136. ° >
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NAME AND TITLE:

ELeaNoR WINSOR,

ConNsSULTANT TRt =CoUNTY

CoNSERVANCY/GARY WiLBERT, PHMC

ORGANIZATION DATE

Trt —CouNTY CONSERVANCI,OF THE BRANDYWINE. Inc,. _Jury, 1972
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

National [} State Local [
Name Q‘MM’
"Willidm 4, Wewer
Title Executive Director, Pa; Hist;
and Museum Commission
Date ///F/ D\)
7 7

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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