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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Juiy 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Permsvlvania
COUNTY: *
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Chester
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
i ENTRY NUMBER
oL (Type all entries — complete applicakle sections})
L T NAME g '
T C OMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2.; LOCATION

Sharpless {Charles) House

STREET ANC NUMBER; -

Intersection'ﬁ.‘R. 15087 and.15221, S.BE. Corner: .

CITY CR TOWRN:

Birmingham Township

STATE
COoODE

42

Pennsylvania

COUNTY:

Chester

CODE

[3. CLASSIFICATION

Lted

ACC

ESSIBLE

] Museum

1 Commercial O Industrial & Private Residencs
{7} Educational 3 Milivary ] Religious ~
(] Entertainment T} Scientific’

CATEGORY ; .
OWNERSHIP STATUS

{Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
{3 Distriet & Building [0 Public Public Acquisition: [X Oceupied Yes:
1 site ] Strecture Ptivate [] In Process O Unoeccupied ~ (& Rostricted

O] Object - . [ Both . ... [J Being Considered. - .| Preserva‘hon::;iork 0 Unrestricred
in progress 0 Ne

PRESENT WSE (Check One or More ‘as Appropriate) !
[0 Agriculturel [J Government O Park [ Transportation (O Commenis

’ [ Other —(Spﬁcily)

4.

OWNER OF PROPERTY

CGCATION 0F LEGAL DESCRIPTION™ " 7o,

OWNER'S N AME:

Thomas B.

‘and ‘Sidney S. Marshall -

STREET AND NUMBER:

R.D. # 5

FALVYLS

CITY CR TOWN:

West Chester

STATE:
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Pennsylvania

h2

COURTHOUSE, F\"EG'ISTRY OF REEDS, ETC:

Chester County Courthouse
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High and Market Streets

TALNNOD
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West Chester

STATE

CODE

I99s8U) pTURATASUUS

Pennsylvania

42
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Pa. Register of Historic Siites and Landmarks

DATE OF SURVEY: '[9'70 ] Federal
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x State
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Pennsvlyvania Historical and Museum Commission
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STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1026

CITY OR TOWN:
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STATE:

CODE

Pennsylvania
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-2 |7 DESCRIPTION

(Cbe.ack One)
X Exceilent O Goed [C] Fair ] Deteriorated ] Ruins (O Unexpossed
CONDITION (Check One) {Check One)
m Altered O Unaitered ] Moved Criginal Site
’BECR]BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL ARPEARANGE
ORIGINAL:

The Sharpless House was built during the nineteenth
century in the Gothic Vietorian style, and constructed of -

first .-floor was divided inip four rooms flanking a large en-
trance hall. The first floor hall aws wainscoted to four feet,
and the entire dining room was panelled. The northwest room
was also panelled. The kitchen, laundry rooms, wine cellar and
pantries were in the basement.

When the Biddles bought Edgewood, they remodelled it
extensively. On the exterior they added the four story tower.
They replaced the first floor casement windows with sash
windows opening from the living room (north east side) onto
the porch., The Biddles also made the rooms on the northesast
side of the hall into z single large room. This was probably
done after the tower was added, for at the time the living
room was enlarged, the chimneys were removed from the south-
east side of the house.

PRESENT: The present owners have made very few architectural
changes in the house. The shutters, windows, and pent over the
doorway are original. Much of the gingerbread has rotted away
and not been replaced. The pendant on the eastern gable is
gone, but there is still one on the south gable. In the nine-
teen fifties the Marshalls were forced to remove the parapet
because it was in danger of falling. The kitchen is now
located in the southeast room, first floor, instead of the

‘| basement. The elevator in the dining room was removed.. Some of
the interior carving on the dining room mantel was also
removed, and the hall floor hall was replaced.

Serpentine stone which came from nearby quarries, The interior

L
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. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One ot Mora as Appropriate)
[} Pre-Columbian} ] 16th Century (] 18th Century ] 20th Century
O] V5th Century 174k Century (X 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
h [[J Urbon Planning -

Abor iginal - [0 Education 1 Palitical
. [ Prehisteric [T} Engineering ¥J Religion/Phi- . O] Other (Specity}
' O Histerie O {industry Ius-ophy

[ " Agriculture " [0 Invession [ Science

1 Architecture [0 Lendscape 3 Sevlpture

1 Art Acchitecture [ Secial/Human-

0 Commerce 1 Literature itarian

] Communications K Military ] Thegter

(3 Conservation 7] Music {7} Tronsportation

to the present owners.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The exact date of the rural gothic Sharpless house
1s unknown, but the Chester County Historical Society has a
picture taken in 1846 which shows the house surrounded by

Sharpless'., Deeds in Chester County Courthouse show that
Charles L. Sharpless owned the property in 1852. Subsequently,
1t became the country seat of Philadelphian, Henry Pepper, Esq.
At his death in 1859, he left the property, then
valued at $16,000, to his widow, Sally Norris Pepper. Mrs.
Pepper 'sold the property in 1873 to Mrs. Mary D. Biddle, the
widow of Colonel Henry J. Biddle. Mrs. Biddle was the founder
ofy, and a major contributor to, the Dilworthtown Presbyterian
Church. Upon Mrs. Biddle's death in 1900, Edgewood passed to
her daughter, Miss Christine W, Biddle, for her 1life. In 194k,
Christine's brother, Spencer, became the owner. In 1946 he
transferred the property to John Marshall, from whom it passed

The house stands on a site which a major American
force, under General Stirling, occupied during the Battlie of
Brandywine, 11 September, 1777. . -

The significance of Edgewocod is that it is one of the
earliest and most ornate statements of Victorian architecture
in the Brandywine area. It is a complete break with the
Quaker traditions which surround it.

'
+

small trees. The picture is entitled "Property of Charles cie
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