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Druim Moir mansion
8000 Cherckee Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Houston Foundation, owner

Brinkwood
8100 Cherokee Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Charlotte Houston Dallett, owner

Heating House
Druim Moir grounds
Houston Foundation, owner

Gate House
7940 Cherckee Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Peter R, Farnum, owner

Caretaker's House
Cherokee Street, east of Abington Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Springside School, owner
N. W. corner Cherokee Street and Willow Grove Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Carriage House
Cherokee Street, west of Abington Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Springside School, owner

Gate Posts
S. W. corner Cherokee Street and Willow Grove Avenue, Philadelphia
Springside School, owner
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Henry Howard Houston, a prominent Philadelphia entrepreneur, built his coun-
try place in Philadelphia's Chestnut Hill during the mid-1880's, and his son,
Samuel Frederic Houston, continued its development in the early twentieth century.
When Henry Houston lived there it was a 55-acre expanse of virgin woodlands, land-
scaped gardens and lawns, private driveways, and residences and outbuildings that
bordered Cherokee Street on the ncrthezsi, villey Green Road on the southeast,
Fairmount Park on the gowthwest, and the unoponed Hartwell Lane on the northwest,
Slightly reduced in size to approximately 47 acres, because of a later grant of
land to Philadelphia's Fairmount Park system, the physical site has not changed
significantly in the last ninety years, except for the addition of some later
structures. Because the park borders the former estate on two sides and the open
land of the Philadelphia Cricket Club and Chestnut Hill Academy's playing fields
are on the opposite side of Cherokee Street, the former estate's greensward, punc-
tuated by picturesque houses, does not pose the same visual contrast that it might
in a more highly developed and densely populated arga., Yet its essentially intact
grounds and well preserved original structures makéﬁa rare survivor of an earlier
era in Philadelphia'’s history.

Of the twelve structures on the former residential estate,'the seven that con-
tribute to the character of the district are listed and briefly described below.
Detailed descriptions of the seven historic structures follow the list of intrusions.

Buildings that contribute to the character of the district:

1. Druim Moir
was Henry H. Houston's mansion and the central building of the former
estate. (Photos 1-19)

2. Brinkwood ‘
' is a unique Shingle Style house that was bBuilt by Henry H. Houston
for his son, Samuel Frederic Houston. (Photos 20-26)

3. Caretaker's House ,
is a Shingle Style house that was built in 1887, at the same time
as Brinkwood. (Photos 27-30)

4, Gate House '
was evidently built by Henry Houston's son c¢. 1900. (Photos 31-32)

5. Gate Posts
and adjoining ashlar wall have stood at the estate's entrance since
at least 1903. (Photo 33) .

6. Heating House
is a simple Colonial Revival structure that was designed for heating
the greenhouses and was altered in 1907 into a garage with second-
stcry apartments. (Photos 34-36)

7. Carriage House
is evidently contemporaneous with Druim Moir and Brinkwood. (Photo 37)
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Nonconforming intrusions that detract from the district’s integrity:

8. Garages

Built in 1937 from the designs of Robert Rodes McGoodwin, these five

ad joining one-story flat-roof concrete-block garages stand approximately
30 feet northwest of the former Heating House and approximately 340 feet
northwest of Druim Moir. Except for the front (northeast) garage doors,
the walls are blank. The garages are vacant but in good condition.
(Photo 38)

9. Storage Shed

Adjacent to the northeast end of the Carriage House, the one-story-and-
loft frame shed with gable roof and flush-board walls measures approxi-
mately 51 feet by 33 feet and is open on its front, or southeast, side.
Probably built in the twentieth century and now used by Springside
School for storage of tools and materials, the shed is in good condi-
tion. (Photo 39) '

10, Outbuilding

The two-story shed-roof frame outbuilding with board-and-batten walls
measures approximately 15 feet by 20 feet with a one-story shed-roof
northeast wing. It was probably built in the early twentieth century
approximately 15 feet northeast of the Storage Shed. The two-story sec-
tion is in fair condition, but the one-story wing is on the brink of
collapse; the roof has gaping holes and the rear (northwest) wall has
caved in. (Photo 40)

11, School Garage

Built after 1953 for Springside School vehicles and equipment, the one-
story frame garage has painted wood walls and a shed roof with a front
overhang. It measures approximately 36 feet front by 18 feet and stands
approximately 15 feet northeast of the frame outbuilding; it is in good
condition. (Photo 41)

‘12. Tenant House

This two-story flat-roof frame dwelling is faced with wood shingles and
measures approximately 28 feet by 22 feet. It has a one-story shed-roof
rear (northwest) wing the width of the house and a two-story northeast
addition, approximately 12 feet by 16 feet, that stands on four steel
columns and is cpen on the ground floor. Occupied and in good condition,
it was probably built in the second quarter of the twentieth century.
(Photo 42)

13. Springside School

Built in 1957 and 1969 on land donated by the Houston Estate, Springside
School is a series of five contiguous one- and two-story reinforced-con-
crete and brick buildings that measures approximately 425 feet by 225
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feet with a one-story northeast litrary wing (zpproximately 75 feet by 60 feet) and
a two-story southeast classroom wing (approximately 135 feet by 65 feet). The school
4 faces Cherckee Street and is approximately 150 feet west of the Gate House and 850
feet northeast of Druim Moir. It is in excellent condition. (Photos 43-4i)

o As the former home of Henry H. Houston, Druim Moir is the central building
N in the district. Standing on a knoll, approximately 700 feet from the unculti-
vated foilage of Fairmount Park and approximately 1200 feet from Cherokee Street,
it possesses the best view on the estate. Druim Moir is a two-story coursed rock-
faced Wissahickon schist dwelling house with a hipped roof and cross-gables, Its
irregular plan is essentially a central living core, measuring approximately 82
feet by 79 feet, with four wings: a northeast porte-cochere and entry (approxi-
mately 33 feet by 26 feet), a one-story southeast living room extension (approx-
imately 25 feet by 18 feet, originally a semi-hexagonal bay measuring approximately
22 feet by 15 feet), a south two-story tower (approximately 19 feet square, origi-
nally five stories with battlements), and a two-story northwest servants' wing
(approximately 32 feet by 68 feet). Different elements on each facade in conjunc-
tion with a truncated corner tower and beveled corner bays contribute to the
house's complex design, yet its castellation above carved stone corbels form a
unifying element.

A massive porte-cochere and projecting entrance pavilion dominate the north-
i east facade. (Photo 2) The two-story battlemented entry pavilion is open on the
b | lower story, supported by two stone arches with rock-faced Eastern granite vous~
b soirs. Extending from the pavilion is the porte-cochere with its four wide arches
and battered rock-faced ashlar piers, The flat roof of the porte-cochere is en-
closed by a quatre-foil pattern iron railing (not original) and serves as a
balcony. Access from the pavilion to the balcony is through a large round-headed
stone opening which includes a door with leaded-glass sidelights and transom. In
the second floor corner between the pavilion and the house is a quarter-round
iy oriel, the remnant of what originally was a two-story turret. (Photo 1) On the
f* ground floor, southeast of the porte-cochere and entrance, is the altered living
-3 zoom that extends into the southeast wing. (Photo 4) Here the original segmental-
: headed sash windows with limestone sills that appear elsewhere on the house have
been replaced by two leaded-glass casement windows with limestone quoin surrounds,
molded lintels, and sloping sills, On the northwest side of the porte-cochere and
entrance a thick limestone string-course is interrupted by a basket-handle-arched
leaded-glass window with granite voussoirs and a sloping limestone sill. Stone
stairs with wrought-iron balusters lead to a service entrance left of the
arched window. (Photo 3)

A conservatory with a glass shed roof fills the space on the house's south-
east end between the living room wing and the battlemented south tower. (Photo 4)
Two doors with leaded-glass panels and transoms open onto the conservatory from
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1-; the house., Five leaded-glass casement windows with limestone surrounds fill the end
o of the one-story living room wing, and a limestone coat-of-arms is placed above the

center window. A covered terrace, or open stone porch, with a quatre-foil pattern

iron railing leads from the southwest end of the conservatory around the square

south tower, and extends without its cover to the dining room entrances on the

o house's southwest side. A squarish glass-enclosed cast-iron bay (not original) rests

g atop the porch roof on the south side of the tower, whose windows and leaded-glass

g entrance are trimmed with thick limestone lintels and sills. (Photos 5,6) Originally

the tower rose five stories with its top story corbelled out and capped with battle-

ments (Photo 1)

Dining room alterations dominate the southwest facade. A central limestone
Tudor arch frames a recessed fountain and is flanked by doors with leaded-glass
sidelights and transoms which open onto the patterned brick terrace; a limestone
corbel cornice caps the ensemble. Risingfiom the space behind the Tudor arch is a
stone chimney flanked by a segmental-arch casement window and a half-timber shed-
roof oriel. (Photos 6,7)

Two projecting pavilions and the former servants' wing compcse the northwest
end, (Photo 8) One pavilion, adjacent to the wing, has a beveled corner and seg-
mental-headed sash windows, and the other has rounded corners and a limestone
string-course above narrow rectangular leaded-glass casement windows. The servants'
wing is a two-story flat-roof rock-faced schist ashlar extension on & raised base-
ment. The original ground story has segmental-headed one-over-one sash windows with
gneiss voussoirs and sloping limestone sills; metal grilles cover the segmental- )
arch cellar windows. The second floor, added in 1953, eleven years after the
original floor had been removed, has rectangular one-over-one sash windows. (Photo 9)
At the wing's northwest end two below-grade overhead garage doors lead into the
cellar, and a screened recessed porch is located on the first story.

Springside School playing fields and Druim Moir's lawn flow together to
provide a broad, open greensward that extends from the mansion to the school at the
former estate's northeastern boundary. (Plate 9) Another green expanse sweeps
southwardly from the truncated tower to the edge of Fairmount Park. (Photo 5) South-
east of the house is the many-tiered formal gardens that were laid out by Robert
Rodes McGoodwin in the early 1920's. Theyconsist of a series of six levels extend-
ing from a terrace with a glazed-brick fgoor alongside the house to a grassy strip
between a random-coursed fieldstone retaining wall and the wild growth of the park.
(Photos 7,10,11,17,18)

Three terraces, one brick next to the house (Photo 7) and two stone-flagged,
extend in a dog-leg plan between the tower's porch and the dining room entrances.
An arched iron gate leads from the lawn to the southeast end of the lowest texrace,
(Photo 14) and at its northwest end another arched gate (with a bell in memory of
Henry Houston's son Howard, who was killed in World War I) leads to a hedged
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garden, now an open, mowed strip parallel to the former servants' wing. (Photo 15)
From this terrace, directly southwest of the dining room's arched recess, is the
complex of double stone stairs and landings and ashlar balustrade with urns that
lead to a sunken garden and now-empty pool. (Photos 6,10,11) From the terrace two
sets of nine steps lead down and inward to a large flag-stone landing from which
two sets of four steps turn outward to their own small grassy landings. Extending
into the sunken garden from each of these small landings, perpendicular to the
stairs complex, is a set of three steps. At the garden level of the complex, between
the last two sets of steps, is a recessed, domed fountain (now inoperative) set
within a rock-faced ashlar arch with a carved tiger's-head keystone; (Photo 10)
the fountain was designed to empty into the bowed coursed ashlar pool (now empty).
At the southwest end of this sunken garden is a wide set of stone steps through
the stone wall to the next lowest level, an open area circumscribed by a stepped
stone ellipse with a large ornamental marble urn in the center. (Photo 17) The
ground slopes downward from that level to a field-stone retaining wall with a
stone extension to carry drainage into a stone basin, creating a two-stage water-
fall on rainy days. (Photo 18) Southwest of this retaining wall is a narrow
grassy strip bordering the roadway that runs along the edge of the heavily wooded
Fairmount Park., Adjacent to the sunken garden with the pool is a sunken boxwood
garden, (Photo 12) An iron gate in the stone wall leads from the first garden to
the second which extends parallel to the former servants' quarters. In its center
is a stone octagonal fountain (now inoperative) with stone benches on four sides.
(Photo 13) Centered at the northeast and southwest sides are stone benches beneath
iron trellises with swan's neck pediments. (Photo 16) A low stone wall marks the
northwest end of this sunken garden while defining a walkway along an approximately
six-foot-high ashlar wall., (Photo 19) These two parallel walls terminate in the
form of an open semi-circle at the west corner of the sunken garden,

Brinkwood is a two- and two-and-a-half-story dwelling house with a random-
coursed rock-faced Wissahickon schist ashlar basement and ground story and frame
upper sStories faced with stained staggered butt cedar shingles. Its irregular plan
is composed of a central core measuring approximately 32 feet by 85 feet with a
skewed northwest porte-cochere (approximately 20 feet by 30 feet), a north corner
tower, two projecting pavilions (northeast and south), an east porch, and a west
servants' wing (approximately 50 feet by 20 and 28 feet)., Because of its irregular
plan, the house's roofs are a complex of hipped and gable roofs with dentil cor-
nices, Its picturesqueness and name are appropriate for its site on the brink of
a wooded hill, (Photo 20) Both its style and site contrast with the stately Druim
Moir and its formal gardens atop the grassy knoll approximately 335 feet to th
east. '

Most impressive of the houses's facades is the east side overlooking Fair-
mount Park. (Photo 21) Its focal point is the large open porch with its rock-
faced ashlar base and its undulating roof extending the length of the house from
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the projecting northeast pavilion scuthward to extend beyond the south pavilion.

At the center of the porch's front, where its flaring stone stairs lead to the

house's entrance, the overhanging roof with its bracketed cornice sweeps upward

A into a graceful wave and the soffit is twisted outward to expose wood panels and

K an egg-fret cornice. (Fhoto 22) This eyebrow arch is supported by squat clustered

wood columns, The set on the south side has smooth shafts and the Tuscan Order;

8 the shafts of the other set of columns are fluted on their lower halves, and the

i capitals have heavy moldings and gadrooning. The southward projection of the porch
above the sloping grade is carried on rock-faced ashlar columns, and the roof is
supported by short wood columns fluted on their lower halves., Originally the porch

k. extended westwardly without a roof to form a terrace in front of the south pavil-

P ion. The terrace floor has since caved in, but the terrace's ashlar wall still

o3 stands. (Photo 23)

The house's main entrance, a double door with varnished vertical boards and
exaggerated ornamental hinges, opens onto the porch from the center of the semi-
hexagonal east pavilion., Above the porch a semi-hexagonal balcony repeats the out-
lines of the ground story; the balcony's roof is supported by seven wood Tuscan
columns with exaggerated entasis, Flanking this central pavilion at 45-degree
angles are the south and northeast pavilions. The simply finished south pavilion
has a staggered-butt shingled gable with a double window in its peak and a one-
over-one sash window on the second floor. (Photo 21) The gable of the other
pavilion (facing east), however, is treated so elaborately that it competes with
the porch for attention. At the center of the gable is a sixteen-pane elliptical
window framed by egg-and-dart molding and surrounded by a myriad of carved decora-
tion, including swags and bell-flowers, tassels, an unfurled scroll, and volutes;
the whole is bordered at the bottom by a wood dentil cornice. (Photos 21,22)

The northeast projectinn of the multi-faceted northeast pavilion rises only
two stories to its flat roof. This projection is distinguished by its rounded cor-
ners and, above the dentil cornice, a wood architrave filled with a repetitive
design of carved trefoils between rosettes and connecting C-scrolls, Behind the

. flat roof a small shingled cross-gable protrudes from the cross-gable of the
pavilion's east projection. (Photo 22) The hipped-roof northern end of the house
intersects with the pavilion at a 45-degree angle on its north side, and complex-~
ity is increased by the projection of the circular tower with its conical roof at
the north corner. Three one-over-one sash windows are symmetrically arranged on
both floors of the tower, but those on the ground floor have thick rock-faced
granite lintels and leaded-glass panes. An arcade of stained-glass lunettes extends
around the tower below the wood architrave with its symmetrically placed sun-burst
ornaments, A round-arch dormer with its long, arched roof interrupts the sloping
lines of the conical roof to introduce another picturesque element. (Photo 24)
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Brinkwood®s west facade, which is approached by a roadway, provides another
main entrance to the house. (Photos 24,25) The skewed porte-cochere has two stages.
the first stage, the entry canopy, juts out perpendicular to the house to two rock-
faced ashlar columns, at which point the second stage, the carriage canopy, extends
at a 30-degree angle to two more ashlar columns with exaggerated entasis. A pointed
copper ornament caps the intersection of the roof lines of the porte-cochere's
hipped roof. A stepped platform for carriage passengers extends between the first
set of columns, and winding stone stairs rise next to the north column of the entxry
canopy. Above the porte-cochere is a large fifteen-pane bay window opening onto the
second-floor hall., Next to it on the south (right) is a two-story bay with a large
limestone sillk carried on corbeled rock-faced schist. The twenty-pane lower section
opens onto the ground-floor entry and stair hall, and lighting the stairway is the
fifteen-pane upper section, which matches the adjacent bay except for a chain fret
below the former's sill.

The service wing projects from the house toward the west and extends south-
westwardly to give an added dimension of picturesqueness to the west facade, It is
composed of two units, a two-and-a-half-story gable-roof kitchen wing (Photo 25)
perpendicular %o the house and a hipped-roof servants' wing perpendicular to the
southwest side of the kitchen wing. (Photo 26) Each unit has an open shed-roof
porch on a raock-faced foundation on its west side. The shingles on the servants'
wing were replaced after a fire in the early twentieth century, and are evenly
applied instead of the original staggered butt pattern.

Because of the sloping terrain, the basement of the servants' wing's south- -
west end the house's south end is above grade to give this part of the house three
stories. (Photos 26,27) Even here, however, Brinkwood retains its picturesqueness
as elements and materials are handled to attain a tenuous balance between the
forces of gravity amd levity. Massive stone corbeling, for example, carries the
second story of the house's south end beyond the ashlar ground story, and the
massive ashlar sxtermal chimney on the canted south pavilion rises from the ashlar
terrace. The asymmetrical fenestration and hipped-roof dormer add to the sense of
imbalance. Because of its twentieth-century alterations, the servants' wing posses-
ses a greater degree of balance, as can be seen its symmetrical fenestration.

The Caretaker's House is built in a small valley approximately 350 feet north
of Druim Moir, and is surrounded by bushes and tall trees. (Photo 27) Essentially
rectangular in plan, measuring approximately 45 feet by 35 feet, its picturesque-
ness is derived from its materials, architectural elements, and number of stories.
One, two, and three stories high, the house's surfaces are highly textured, Above
the random-coursed rock-faced Wissahickon schist ashlar ground story rise the wood
frame upper stories covered with wood fish-scale shingles, The house's elevation
is organized imto three parts: the three-story steep gable-roof southeast end, the
two-story gable-roof center section with its two-tier hipped roof veranda, and the
one-story northwest end with the veranda above it. (Photo 28)
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Except for the northeast side (the rear facade) the fenestration of the Care-
taker's House is symmetrical and each of the one-over-one sliding sash windows has
the upper sash divided by four intersecting muntins into nine lights: four corner
o squares, four rectangles, and a large center light. On the south end of the south-

;3 west facade the two ground-story windows with their flat-arched rock-faced ashlar

1 lintels rest directly above the two cellar windows and directly below the two
second-floor windows, while on the third floor the two windows are centered as a
unit. (Photo 28) In a similar manner on the southeast end six windows are distrib-
. uted two to a floor, one above the other. (Photo 29) Yet picturesqueness is intro-
£ duced by the roof's projecting eaves supported by wood brackets and the manner in
-3 which the gable peaks are carried out to the bargeboards to simulate an overhang.
RS Also, on the southeast end the third-story windows are treated similarly to shed
dormers; their sills rest on the facade but the windows project above the steep
gable roof and are capped by shed roofs., The massive brick chimney, with three
square holes punched out near its top, projects from the roof between thse third-
story windows.

Because the projecting two-tier veranda encompasses both the two-story center
section and the one-story west end of the front, they appear as a wing of the three-
story section. The three ground-story one-over-one sash windows and the two second-
story windows are symmetrically arranged on the southwest facade, and an entrance
door and porch steps are placed at the southeast edge of the veranda. The two-tiered
veranda, with its simple wood posts and railing, projects from the house and extends
to the west corner of the one-story end where the second floor forms a balcony over )
the northwest end of the one-story section. (Photos 28,30)

The one-story northwest end does not extend the full width of the house. Its
schist ashlar wall is punctured by a one-over-one sash window and a wooden enclosed
kitchen entrance, whose long wooden steps also lead to the veranda. Another ground-
story window, on the northwest end of the two-story section, overlooks the cellar
entrance at the house's north corner. (Photo 30)

The Gate House stands at the entrance to the estate, on Cherckee Street nearly
opposite Willow Grove Avenue and approximately 1200 feet northeast of Druim Moir.
The Gate House is a two-and-a-half-story rock-faced random-coursed Wissahickon
schist ashlar house with stucco on its second story and gables. It measures approx- -
imately forty-three feet six inches front by twenty-five feet six inches with a

" semi-circular bow (approximately 10 feet diameter) on the rear, or southwest side,
The main section of the house has an asphalt-shingle gable roof and the bow has a
—  conical roof connected to the main part of the house by a gable roof.

The Gate House's front faces Cherckee Street. (Photo 31) Its sash door with
quarreled side lights is marked by a gabled wooden canopy, which is supported by
two hammerbeam-like purlins with a collar-tie and king-post that flares out to the
canopy's rafters. The entrance is flanked by one-over-one sliding sash windows
with monolithic rough-hewn stone lintels and paneled shutters, and symmetrically




