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ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable seclions)

{Michael) House

Billmeyer

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Billmeyer (Michael) House

SLOCATION ™

STREET AND NUMBER:

6505-07 Germantowm

CITY OR TOWN:

Philadelphia

STATE - : : - cope |COUNTY: cope

Pennsylvania 42 Fhiladelphia - 101

SCLASSIFICATION T

CATEGO : ' y ACCESSIBLE
(Chefk of; ' OWNERSHIP: : b STATUS TO THE PUBLIC

[ Districf " BQiIdin; {1’ Publie Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:

3 Site [] Structure &1 Private (] in Process {7 Unoccupied [ Restricted
[ Object [T} Both (] Being Considered [} Presarvation work [} Unrestricted

in progress {3 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check Une or More as Appropriate)

{3 Agricultural 1 Government {3 Pork i} {] Transportation T Comments

1 Commercial T industrial {{] Private Residence {] Other (Specity)

{71 Educational {J Military {7} Religious

[T} Entertainment % Museum {1 Scientific

4 OWNER OF PROPERTY. .

OWNER'S NAME: gj :
Cermantown Historical Society B 2
STREET AND NUMBER: & i
5214 Germantown Avenue o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE g
'-I'-
w
-
> O
Department of Records ol
STREET AND NUMBER: ' o, 7
- [ I
City Hall .
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE jadad
. [
Philaddphia Pennsylvania 42 |2
. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS )
TITWE OF SURVEY:“M‘ %\
Germantown Suivey 3
DATE OF SURVEY: +952«53 {7} Federal (] State {T] County K} Local ;
DEROSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g
Germantown Historical Society m
STREET AND NUMBE‘R: n
5214 'Cormrntown TAVCIue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Failadelphia Pennsylvania 42 v
x
. m

ATING 38N SdN 804




TBESCRIPTION o

(Check One)

i {7} Excellent ] Good {71 Foir ] Deteriorated [} Ruins {7} Unexposed
CONDITION - (Check One) (Check Une)
X1 Altered ] Unaltered T3 Moved = ® Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Michael Billmeyer House, sctually two houses with similar
plens under one roof, i8 two and one-half stoxies high with a full
celiar, The street facade is of dressed stonn, while the sides are
vough stone, There is & rear stone wing as weil as a frame addition
to the house; a modemn dental coffice is attached to the norxrthwest,
There is a metal roof om the main part of the house and the pent-eave
contains' . the original boavrds on its underside, The floor plen is un-
uvsual, The stair hall at one side leads into the living room This,
in turn, opens into the dining room which has a fireplace with a
brick hearth and the original crane and utensils, The flooring in
the living, dining and most of the upper rooms is original, The
front door with its bolts, hinges and locks is also original, as are
nost. of the sashes and panes,
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(B, SIGNIFICANCE ©
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[3 Pre-Columbian} {1 16th Century [3¢ 18th Century 7] 20th Century
{3 15th Century 1 17tk Cen'u‘ry [} 19th Century

sPEciFiICc DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal (T} Education "} Potiticat {ZJ Urbon Plonning
(] Prehistoric T} Engineering O Re”gién/Phin‘ (J Other (Specity)
[ Historic » ) 3 industry losophy

[ Agricoiture : 1 Invention {7 Science

E] Architecture * (] Landscope 1 Sculpture

O Arn Architecture {3 Secial/Human-

[T Commerce {3, Literature itarian

[C] Communications %Military {7} Theoter

{7 Conservation 3 Music {71 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

v L3 LOIY

In 1727, Hans George Bensell acquired the land on which the
Michael Billmeye: houses were built shoxtly aftexrward, Tradit-

ion states that the 1777 Battle of Gexmantown attack against

the British-held Chew House was directed from the satep of 6505-07,
The first known owner of the houses, Michael Billmeyex, Publisher
of an almanac and newspaper and German printer for the Pennsylvania
Assembly, purchased them in 1787, Their exterior wood details arxe
in the finest Germantown traditiom, ‘

The Michsael Billmeyer House stands along Germantown Avenue, unow
declared a National Historic Landmartk,




MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -

Historic Gemantown, Tinkcom, Tinkcom, and Simon
Germantown: 1683-1933, Hocker, Edward
History of 0ld Germantown, Keyser, Kain Garber, and McCann

Philadelphia Historical Commission - brief of title, photoa, insurance

reports, etc,

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PRORPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE '
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Degrees Mmutes Seconds
NW o ’ " o » " 0 o R - o ! " "
NE o . . o . . 4 02 56 75 11 03
SE ° t S . » o .
SW ° ' " ) ' "
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than one acre-
IL1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: : CODE | COUNTY ¢ v CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cone
N 3 i’
‘ 1
STATE: 2 . CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: COBE | COUNTY: . coDE

NAME AND TITLE: ¢

ORGANIZATION

Penqsvlvan1g_Bggiﬁigr_gf_ﬂistnric_Sikea_and*~. ndmarks

Penngylvania Historical and Museum Commission

DATE

1/6l71

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1026
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COOE
Howrisburg Peansylvania 42

ATIONAL ‘REGISTER'VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the

in the National Register and certify that it has
evaluated according to the criteria and procedu
‘forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:
National ﬁ?{j State ([} Local
N

SN A"

Name [ Lz e

Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.aw

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

been

res set

The recommended

0

PR

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

State Liaison Officer

Titte Executive Dirvector, Pennsylvania
Historical snd Musuem Commission

Date Aggust 30, 1971

Keeper of The National Register

Date

v
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