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The Daniel Royer house appears to have been bullt in at
least two sections. The main section of the house is five
bays across the main facade, built of roughly finished
limestone, with large quoins. Its double-hung windows have
six-over-six lights; on the first story, the windows have
panelled shutters. The cornice is boxed, with simple moulding
below. The main entranceway in the front facade focuses on
a panelled door which is flanked by simple pilasters. A six
light transome¢ above the recessed door and four~light side-
lights complete the doorway. A porch over the entranceway
has supports of fine decorative cast ironj; the porch was
probably added around 1870.

The earliest part of the house is a three-bay, two-story
section completed in 1815. This has & side-hall plan. A
one and one-half story clapboard section is probably contem-
poraneous.

The wing addition toc the house was probably built in the
1840's; the detail and stonework are very faithful fo the
original. The wing is two bays across on the front elevation
and extends five bays to the rear of the house. A two-story
porch extends the length of the addition on the inner side
of the wing. The porch is supported by tapering round
columns and has a rail balustrade on both floors.

The hounse is presently in a state of neglect and disrepair;
although its important features remain- intact, the house is
in danger of further deterioration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Royer House is significant as an architectural example
and as a remnant of early industrial development 1n western

Pennsylvania.

As C. M. Stotz has noted, the Royer house 1is one of the
finer remaining examples in western Pennsylvania of vernacular

architecture.

Its simplicity and large proportions attest to

its frontier origins and to the lifestyles of the area's

early settlers.

At the same time, the '"ruggedness" of the house

is combined with more refined elements of the Georgian style,
ineluding panelling, moulding, and entranceway treatment.
These elements recall the eastern Pennsylvania origins of the
Together the two diverse elements con-
tribute to the formation of a local style which is typical of

house's inhabltants.

much early architecture in the district..

Some features, like

. the two-story porch, anticipate by sevenral decades a later

architectural trend.

Y B T

of the state.

continues to be an iron-making center.

The. house is also noteworthy for its association with the
very early industrial and economic development in this area
In particular, western Pennsylvania was and

The Royer family,

beginning with Daniel and son Samuel, operated several forges in
the area from the early 19th century (c. 1810) until 188k4.
The Royers were part of the westward migration of people from

eastern Pennsylvania, Wayneboro in their case.

The Royer house

reflects the ironmasters’s prosperity and prominence. Its
historic value is further enhanced by the fact that most of
it original woodwork and -enterior detall remain.
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