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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE -

—

The Allegheny Baptist Church is a one story frame structure, recmngular in form wzth a square '

tower. Its clean lines follow the classical revival style and the pleasing tower adds a sense of
haermeny. The front of this church faces south and is approached by four steps of cut stone to
the wide central entranceway. On each side of this wide entrance is a flat pilaster 12'6" in
height, 1'10" in width with a plain meulding cap 8 3/8 high. Each corner of the church is

' ornamented by plain pilasters 14'6" height matching those on the entrance. The opem'ag of the

entrance is 126" wide and 10'8" high.

‘The exterior of the church i3 covered with white pine lap siding. "‘he faundatwn rs cut
sandstone. The church is three bays by four wzth windows of four over four.

The entrance is swrrmounted by a plain moldmg and the entire front of the church is
surrmounted by a plain wooden frieze. On each side of the double doors in the recess is a
vertical penel, being of about 2/3 heighi of the deors. To ihe east and west of the recess n
the doorway is placed a small door. :

" The belfry is placed near the front of the roof and rises about 22' above it. It has a wooden

base which is 3' high, surrmounied by plain moulding which in turn is surrmounted by the body
of the tower. Each corner of the tcwer has plain pilasters. These enclose louvered rectangular

" windows topped by circular mauldmgs. The peaked roof is topped by a lightining rod.

| The interior is simple bemﬂ only cne large room. The pulpit platform in the front of the

chw‘ch is 8" wide 'md 1 long
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Aaron Benedict, from Stockbridge, Massachuesits, was @ zealous adherent of the Allegheny

. Baptist Church and started an organization of .the society in the village of Pleasantville. John

. ' Tenant and wife, Mrs. David Copeland, Aaron Bendict and wife and Mrs. Ira B. West were first
|

S members in the new congregation. The building was constructed between August 21, 1847 ard
January 6, 1849 when the church was dedicated.

' The Baptcst orgamzauon continued until 1890 although fhezr last paster' retired in 1879
. Following 1890 the building was obtained by the Free Methodist congrega*zon.

The architect for the church was Mamley Colton Beebe.

. The Allegheny Baptist Church of Pleasantville is an excellent examplef of ¢ simple Greeck:
o Revival structure li;tle altered since its construction in 1847-48. :
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As the designeted State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665), |
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