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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
{Rev. £-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

'INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Penngylvania |

COUNTY:

dashington

]

e

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

V. NAME j

T OMMON:

Jerscy, Jpsephhouse

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2._LOCATION

STREET ANO NUMBER:

113 Cherry Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

od—

~ vWest Brownsville 26th
STATE ) CODE |COUNTY: CODE
© Pennsylvania g dashinzton P12
[3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ' STAT ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) S OWNERSHIP : us TO THE PU BL*C
{1 District &l Building | Public { Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes: .
O Site [ Structure é Private . nOtD In,Process [J Unoccupied 0] Restricted
] Object : [ Both - [0 Being Considered [} Preservation wark U Unres'nc'ed
! in progress E] No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[} Agriculturol D Government
[} Commercial D Industrial
[C] Educotional ] Military
{71 Entertainment ] Museum

[ Park

(] Tronsportation

K} Private Residence (] Other (Specity)
[ Religious -
] Scientific '

[} Comments

}4. OWNER OF PROPERTY. .

OWNER'S NAME:’

‘Raymond boyer

S TR T e SRS W

STREET AND NUMBER:

{113 Cherry. Avenue) RU#2

CITY OR TOWN:

5rowzsville

TATE:

JUERIEEY/ } PO

i5. LOCATION OF

Permqy'l vania

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY;OF DEEDS ETC:

Office of ‘Recorder of Deeds, Washi

ngton County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

South Maig Street

CITY OR TOWN: _
Washington

!

STATE

Pennsylvania

CODE

4e

La8Suyse;

TALNNOD -31lvis
» T

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS - °

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Stotz- The Architecture

of Western Pennsylvania

paTE OF SURVEY: 1935 Regional

{] Federal

[} State ] County (O Local.

DEPOSITORY «FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Carnecie Library of

Pittsbursh

i

STREET AND NUMBER:

4400 Forbea Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Pittsburgh

STATE:

Pennsylvania

| cope
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[7. ESCRIPTION

CONDITION

: (Check One) . :
] Excellem EQ Good [} Fair (W] Deteriorote«i 3 Ruins {7 Unexposed

{Check One) {Check One) '
K1 Altered ] Unaitered ] Moved X Original Site |

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ;

The Dorsey house is a Maryland house form transplanted to Western i
Pennsylvania. It is a two-story, four-bay,s%one Georgian house,
with entrance ° .through the left front bay. ' The roof is moderately
pitched with oné low, wide gable chimney.

The walls are irregularly coursed, of random rubble masonry, but the
quoins ‘are squared and dressed for added corner strength and to give
the illusion of a regularly coursed facade.

The window architraves on the front facade are original to the con-
struction of the house, but the 2-over-2 lights are from the mid-19th
Century. The exquisite entrance and cornice are the :nost distinctive
features on this elevation. They :»re most likely derived from
English architectural design books based on early 18th Century English
arcih:itects' interpretations of Palladian designs. The fluted pilasters
and cornices with modillicns and dentils are exquisitely executed.

The semi-circular fanlight retains most of the original glass. The |
door is approached by a high stone atoop - agaln, original. ,

The rear facade is three bays, with a 'door in line with the front |
portal. It has a transom and simple }edlmented canony; the latter from
the 19th Century. The ground story windows are also a later, 19th f
Century alteration, but the second story 12-over-6 sashes are original
to the constructlon of the house. The front:cornice is repeated on
the back elevation.

The inteiior has remained substantially unchanged since it was built.
There is not even a bathroom in this section. The fine paneling,
wainscoting, mantels and cabinets on both floors still exist in visually
perfect cond1t10n. Measured drawings of the interior are included
in Charles atotz's book, The Architectural Heritage of Early Western
Pennsylvania. ,

At the southwest end of the house is a one-story and loft brick t

addition dating from about 1830. :
The minor alterations and additions do not ¢oncea1 or detract from,

the superdb quality of design and executlon of i{the house form and detaxls.
The house remains in excellent condition and merits designation as one
of the finest 18%h Century houses in America. |
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. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) )
[j Pec-Columbian} 1 16th Century - X 18th Century ] 20th Century

i
C] 15th Century [ 171h Century . {3 19th Century ! |
SPECIFIC DATE(S! (If Applicable and Known) 178'{ ! I

!

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{1 Urben Planning r

Abor iginal {1 Education [ Politicel
{J Prehistoric {7} Engineering {3 Religion/Phi- (3 Other (Specity)
{7 Histeric ] industry ‘ losophy
[ Agricuityre - {0 tavention [} Science
pral Archi’ec'}ure {1 Londscape {1 Sculpture
) At . Architecture {3 Secial/Human-
{1 Commerce ] Literature itarian
1 Communications [ Milirory {1 Theater -
{7 Conservation ] Music : {3 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thits is a superb example of what is referred to as the Post
Colonial style of architecture found in Western Pennsylvania after
the earlier pioneer period log houses and before the Greek Rev1va1a
The style defies exact description. It achieves its unique quality,
and charm from the fact that vernacular builders selectively borro ed
Georgian, Roman Classical, Adamesque énd other Buropean Renalssance
architectural forms, elements and detalls,and combined them in the |
builders' own esoteric way. Thus, a particularly characteristic
phase of building exists in early VWestern Pennsylvania architecture.
This deve10pment provides a contrast to the building traditions found
in other parts of the country.

Washlnéton County is fortunate in having several well-preserved stone
houses in the Western Pennsylvania Post Colonial architectural style.
Among this group is the truly extraordinary Joseph Dorsey house.

The bullder was born at Elliott Mills, Maryland. He came to _
Washlngxon County and settleé in East Bethlehem Township wherg he
built this stone house., He eventually acquired 1,500 acres of land
in this section of the county, much of it cultivated by slave;labor.

Hlutorxcally, the house depitcs the pne-tlme strong Southern ‘
influence in Western Pennsylvanxa. It was the nucleus of an,
early Western Pennsylvania plantgtlon, dependent, like its Southern
counterparts, upon slave labor. Settlers from Virginia, flrst, and
Maryland, later, migrated across the Alleghenlea to settle the
Western wilderness and establish farm& and plantations.

Archltecturally, the Dorsey housé is! in a remarkable state of
préservation, with the exception of mﬁd-19th Century 2-over-2 lights
in the front windows, a modern back door and an early 19th Century
‘brick wing, the house is completely intact on both the interior }
and the exterior.

?he frint doorway has a delicate fanlight with most of the orlglnal
£lass intact. The pilaster jambs, pedimented portal,and.recessed
panels on the intrados display excellent, sophisticated craftsmanship.
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Form 10-3000
(July 1969}

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
! INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Pennsylvania

COUNTY

Vashington

FORNPSUSEONGY

| 1

ENTRY NUMBER . DATE

(Number all entrion) |

from the South. !

construction.
part of the house.

design and execution.

Dorsey, Joseph House

L‘

(significance):

1

ﬁ

i

_ The builder of the entrance most likely was brought to this region
Because of its early date of execution , it would have
been highly unlikely for a local craftsman to display such skill. This
fine workmanship is reiterated in the classically detailed cornice. This,'
too, remains in perfect condition.
The interior has also remaihed substantially unchanged since 1ts
To this day there is not even a bathroom in the or1g1nal §
The exquisite paneling, mantels, wainscoting and ¢
cabinets on both floors still exist in Ylsually perfect condition.
The Dorsev house transcends its Post Colonial countervarts both in
It is elegant, dlgnified and gracious. The house
has distinct architectural merit and must be ¢onsidered one of America's
best preserved IBth Century houses.
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{9 “MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

T I ' botz, Chaprles Morse, Early architecture of Western
annsylvanla, np. L3=-45, Lhi=-145, 52-56, 171‘

1936

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA'

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITYUNE AND LONGITYDE COORDIN

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o
_OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES  _

DEFINING THe CERNTER POINT OF A PNOPERTY

ATES !

i

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE :
- - ; -
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees “Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] ’ - o ’ » )"'O [+ Ol . 12 - 79 o 55 ’ 25 n‘)
NE ° N L4 ] v » .
SE o . » ° ' - A
W °o . o N
APPROXIMATE ACREA M PR RTY:
GE OF NOMINATED OPE l acre
ILIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . CODE COUNTY “ CODE
R
STATE: . CODE COUNTY: . L] CODE
. ; ~ :
_ . 0 '
STATE: B CODE | COUNTY: ' CODE
"
', ' !
i - t
STATE: H cODE | COUNTY: 4 CODE
\
1\

11. FORM PREPARED:

NAME AND T'| TLE:

James D, Van Trump, Landmarks :Plannfinp;, Inc.

ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington. County Overall Leonomic Development omnmer 1972
STREET AND NUMBER: L Pro Zram -
One South Collec—e Street ‘ .
CITY OR TOWN: JsTare coDE
Washinzton _ Penngylvania b

{12... STATE LIAISON-OFFICE

[IONAL REGISTER: vsmmcmlon

"SNOJILONYLSNI

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Registe:: and certify that it has been N o

1 hereby certify that this property is include
[ .

evaluated according to t=he c-iteria and procedures set ’ ) .

Netional Register. - ] .

d in the .

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of sxgmfmance of thxs nomination is: :

! M

’ - . [
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

i

National [ State (] Local [ . ; T , ;
' Date )
1 o
Name i .
; ATT 1-.8’1‘:l i .
. ! i
Title

Keeper of The National Register

Date

Date i

GPO 931.894

338
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FORM 10-301 A

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

fer7®) NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 3
' ‘ PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM :
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) :
1. NAME ’ '
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Dorscy, Joscph
Louse
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN .
Penrnsylvnia Washinston West Brownsville
STREET AND NUMBER ’
113 Cherry Avenue
3. PHOTO REFERENCE '
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

dvshintton Vo,
Landnarks oundation

bistory &

Washington Co. History &
: Landmarks Foundation

Summer 1973

4. IDENTIFICATION

[

T

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

1]

| View of southeast facade and souﬁhwesé side

P !
Iy Vo bacK Revwdeen i
i
i
- o GPO 932.009
Form 10-301 ’. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTiOF THE [NTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
i (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) :
1. NAME ‘ ' j
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC H NUMERIC CODE (Alllgnad'?y NPS) !
Dorscy, Joseph House : : i
2. LOCATION . [
STATE ] COUNTY ] ) ' TOWN ¢
Pennsylvania Jashington : ? Nest Brownsv1lle
STREET AND NUMBER ' .
113 Cherry Avenue
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE s e ’ DATE ALE
UsGS, 7.5' Series 1:24,000 :
California quad. - 1960 ’
REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY B_OUN_SA.RIE.S..‘ WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW: . !
;l' . r
§
. g : : .
- 3 L
4 | !
; 1
i : .
. ; f
1 { :
i ; : .
? GPO {932.010
I
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