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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

s .. The John Wormley House is a two and one-half story gable roof lime-
..-stone structure with its front on the Western bank of the Susquehanna
River, Although & definitive date can not be assigned to the house,
-4t—-1s believed to have been built in the second decade of the nine-
teenth century (c, 1815), The house is three bays across by two bays
deep with a frame section added to the rear, The frame section is
_ two stories high with a flat roof and has a porch,
Masonry work on the building is typical of stone houses of the area.
It is built of local stone in an uncoursed method, although the front
- _of the house uses larger stones then the side walls, The sides &nd
the rear use smaller stones with no attempt of coursing at all, Large
quoin- stones are evident at the comers of the stone portion of the
house, A decorative stone (light in color) with a red cross on it is
- === —located in the southem gable end, Stone steps lead to the front
.. ~—entrance of the house, '
Windows on the house do not contain their original sash, but the
* frames probably are original. All of the windows on the house are
. _- flush.with the stone surface and have slightly protruding slipsills,
— A slightly extending Greek Revival window head with moulding work and
—“"bullseye is located above all of the windows including the attic win-
_ dows. The entrance way has a panfieled reveal that is surrounded by
—-:£fluted pilasters and topped with & broken pediment that is decorated
vith dentils and um. This doorway was installed in the twentieth
century but is consistent with interior details, The commice on the
fﬁﬂ;t:;jhousg,is,simple;with a minimum amount of detail given to its moulding;
- slight returns of the comice are apparent on the gable ends, Brackets
are, found at the‘corners,dﬁvthe-stpneuhouse~as_well as: at; the: corners
of the frame section.
el The interior of the house has been altered but the basic floor plan
of the house remains the same. A hall runs the depth of the house
——from_ the front door. This hall is on the northern:end.of the house,
The stairway is located on the northemrn side of the house, It is
6f heavy construction and from a later period than the house, On each
t.. —~ ~floor two rooms with fireplaces are directly off the hall, Separate
.. - flues join in the attic and combine to form a single brick chimney,
=~ - The rooms have fireplaces and closets incorporated into the fireplace
—-—-and mantels, The attic of the house has been changed little and gives

L evidence of the original flooring of the house.
B ‘Most of the alterations to the house are on the interior, The floors

_— _of the first and second floors have been replaced and the doorways have
= """ "been removed, The house has replaced its slate roof with a shingle
«.. ~*—- roof, - -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

*- The John Wormley House is significant in architecture and for settle-
ment, Architecturally, the Wormley House is representative of the half-
Georgian style of house, On the exterior it retains most of its original
details and character. Its woodwork is modest but careful attention-
is given to detail especially in the window heads and on the doorway (except
for pediment added later), : .

John Wormley Str, of Dutch ancestory emmigrated to Philadeliphia in 1753,
From here he moved to Lancaster County abount- 1762 and from Lancaster County
to Cumberland County about ten years later. Wommley was responsible
for the acquisition of a large tract of land on the western portion of the
Susquehanna River, John Wormley, Jr. acquired some of the family land.

: in and around the area today called Wormleysburg in 1778, Tex records

indicated that John Wormley, Jr, was a man of means. He has operated

a ferry across the river in 1793, owned a sawmill in 1795, had a grist

mill in 1799, ran a blacksmith shop in 1802 and had a tavern license in

1823, Today none of the structures associated with his-business- enter-

prises are known to be extant,

| . . - ~-At ‘the: time of the Wormley's: prosperous: ventures,. settlement omn-‘the

western shore of the Susquehanna River was sparse, It was at that time

that John Wormley Jr, built his house, near the ferry crossing.: -
~= John Wormley, Jr. laid out the téwn of Wormleysburg in 1815 with

9% ‘building; lots £rom part of the land given to him by. his father, John

Wormley, Sr,
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