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The Peters House is a two story frame house built in two
sections, during widely separated historical periods. The
earlier section dates from ca. 1746; the addition, with an
attached 3-story garage, was built in 1943. The structure
is on a fieldstone foundation, and has wood siding. There
are two brick chimneys, probably original. The windows are
9/6 and 6/6, original, with no parting bead. There is a
main entrance door in the front facade, and an adjacent bay
display window, flanked by a twentieth century, one story
open porch, with tapered boxed posts. In one end is a later
entrance door with four vertical panels, and moulded joinery.
The roof is covered with seam metal.

The 1943 wing was built on the foundation of an old commer-
cially operated ice house. It is 2 story, frame, with slate
roof, and has details intended to be compatible with the
original wing. Despite this fact, it fails to achieve an
essential unity, and must be considered an intrusion on the
integrity of the whole structure.
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The Peters House (1746 wing) is the oldest house still stand-
ing in the village of Bushkill, Pennsylvania. The house is
significant for its association with the activities of the
Peters family, who were important contributors to the develop-
ment of Bushkill as a service center for the farms along the
Delaware River between the early 19th century and the mid 20th.

Henry Peters (1787-1857) came to Bushkill shortly after 1819,
following his marriage to Sarah Gonzales, grand-daughter of
Mathew Gonzales, one of the first settlers on the Pennsylvania
side of the river in this area. He lived originally in a log
cabin diagonally across the road from the present Peters
House, which was then owned by an unknown resident of the vil-
lage. He operated the first tavern in the vicinity, serving
townspeople as well as travellers along the River Road.

. Peters prospered, and was soon involved in a number of other

local enterprises. He opened a general store across the road
from his tavern, several hundred feet south of the present
Peters House. Peters ran the store in partnership with
William Nyce of nearby Egypt Mills, and Solomon Westbrook of
Dingmans Ferry. He also came into possession of the gristmill
which had stood at the intersection of the Big and Little
Bushkill Creeks since about 1790.

Henry Peters' entrepreneurial activities paved the way for his

" descendants to play an important, and in some ways almost pre-

dominant role in the continued growth of Bushkill. As the 19th
century progressed, the agricultural economy of the Upper
Delaware Valley passed from the subsistance level and achieved
its fullest development by mid~to-late century. After this
time it lagged, due in large part to the inability of many
small farmers to take full advantage of the advances of
mechanized agricultural processes. The area which Bushkill
serviced was in a relatively greater position to resist this
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decline, because of the fertility of its soil, and because

the broad river flats were more adaptable to the technological
advances of the period than the smaller fields elsewhere in
the valley.

Propelled by these advantages, Bushkill continued to grow
while some other regional centers began to decline in the

late 19th century. Strategically located on the River Road,
it provided some non-agricultural services to travellers, and
was well suited to convert part of its energies to the vacation
and tourist industry, which began to rival the farming economy
as the area's major industry after the turn of the century. As
it entered its third generation in Bushkill, the Peters family
shared in this general prosperity, and involved itself heavily
in the transition of the village's economic base. Charles R.
Peters (1822-1867), who was born shortly after his father's
arrival in Bushkill, was able to tear down the original cabin
and tavern in 1860 and construct a larger frame building with
ten gquest rooms, which he called the Bushkill Hotel. The
place was a favorite stopping place and watering hole for
local residents and travellers alike. Charles' sons, Harry
and Edwin, enlarged the establishment towards the turn of the
century, enabling it to accommodate up to seventy-five guests.
The house was a featured item in the annual guides of the '
Delaware Valley Railroad, which for a brief period after 1900
carried passengers, mostly vacationers from Stroudsburg, and
exported the area's agricultural produce. This hotel was
demolished in 1972.

The Peters House is perhaps the best preserved example of a
mid-18th century frame house on the Pennsylvania side of the
river in this area. Despite its initially shabby appearing
exterior--which results mostly from the awkward appearance

of the modern addition, and the need for a coat of paint--
the house preserves an abundance of original detailing, all
well conceived and executed. Its tangential association with
the history of the Peters family, as the relatively late
acquisition of an upwardly mobile, commercially successful
family, makes it an architectural document. As such, it
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helps to preserve and reveal an important fragment of the
social history of a now all-but-forgotten settlement.
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