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The Millmont Farm complex is located along the west branch of the Conoco-
cheague Creek and Pennsylvania Route 16 at its junction with Route 416
about two miles southeast of Mercersburg in Montgomery Township. Frank-
lin County, Pennsylvania. The farmstead includes a large stone house, a
double log house, a stone and frame secondary dwelling, a large frame
bank barn and a grist mill site.

The main house is situated on the south side of Pennsylvania Route 16
and faces north. It is a two story, five bay stone structure with a one
and a half story shed roofed, two bay stone wing extending to the rear
or south.

Particularly fine masonry i¥siassociated-with: the front' elevation where ‘the
limestones. have .a chiseled surface. 't The stones:are d5rgd with narrow
joints. Flat arches of angle cut stones are present above the windows.

At the first story level prominent keystones are centered above the window
openings. Resting on the keystones are larger trapezoidal stones. A
semicircular arch of cut stones forms the top of the main entrance. Ther
elevations have hammer faced stone walls with more randomly spaced rocks.
Beneath an overhanging porch roof which extends out beyond the east wall
of the south wing, the stone surface shows evidence of old whitewash.
There is also evidence of the lower front of the house having been palnteq

whlte and then brown to about three feet above ground level.

.

Wlndows at the flrst story level have nine over six pane sashes while
those .above have. six -over 'six pane sashes. Although most of the window
sashes are not original, it is believed that they follow the form of
those- that they: replaced. At the first story level of the front of the
house, windows have pairs of shutters with three raised panels. They
appear to be original to the house or at least date from its early history.
Second story and attic windows have pairs of louvered shutters.

The main entrance is located in the central bay of the front elevation.
A semicircular fanlight, present over the door is glazed with a central
half round pane from which extend ray muntins. Trimming the opening 1is

-an architrave with reeded and ogee moldings.

At the front door is a broad one bay, one story entrance porch. It is
supported by closely placed pairs of doric columns and has a flat roof
with a low wooden balustrade.

The roof is sheathed with modern asphalt shingles. Brick chimneys

are located inside the end walls of the main section and the kitchen
wing.
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Exterior additions to the house include the installation of dormers
in the south slope of the attic roof and in the shed roof of the
kitchen wing to allow more space in its upper level.

The interior of the main section of the house is divided by a central
stair hall, with two rooms on either side. The stair has turned newels
and balusters. The ends of the risers have applied decorative trim
and the appearance of the whole staircase is delicate.

The second story rooms follow approximétely the same floor plan.

Barn - On the opposite side of Pennsylvania Route 416 from the house is
a large frame bank barn, painted red with white trim. Facing south,

it rests on stone foundations and appears to date from the early 20th
century. Wooden louvered openings are present in the end walls and
ornate rocund metal ventilators extend from the roof ridge.

Log House - West of barn 1s a one and a half story, four bay, two part log
house. It is attached by a covered walkway to a frame, board and batten
sheathed kitchen. The house is divided approximately midway in its length
into two parts. 1Its more easterly section was built onto the rest of

the building as evidenced where the two parts join at an addition post.
Corner joints on both sections show inverted "V'" notches. The logs are
hewn, exposed and painted. At the west end wall is an exterior stone
chimney topped with a small brick flue. An 18th century style door with
six ralsed panels is located at the south elevation of the west section.
Door and window architraves are plain.

Secondary Dwelling - On the opposite side of Route 16 from the main house
stands a one story 4 bay stone secondary dwelling with a modern frame
second story added. The building is constructed of roughly coursed local
limestone with more carefully cut stones evident at the front or south

, elevation. Large flat stones span the tops of the window openings forming
lintels.

Site of Grist and Saw Mill - On the west side of the Conococheague Creek,
north of Route 16, is the site of a grist and sawmill which was of stone
construction. This building is not longer standing.
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Millmont is a large farm property still being used for agricultural
purposes. This nomination includes only the farmstead and its

immediate envirconment. Also on the property is a cemetery and church

site located near the northwest corner of the farm. The Associate Reforme
Presbyterian Church of West Conococheague was there during the last
quarter of the 18th and the early 19th centuries. Several Revoluntionary
soldiers are buried in the cemetery.

The farmstead i1s in excellent condition.
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Millmont Farm, an early 19th century complex, is significant for its
contribution to the County's economic history as a mill site and for its
association with prominent people in national, state and local history.

.The complex is an. excellent example of :regional architecture illustrating
several .important building types. . The main-house,.a gtone “structure
built sometime between 1798 and 1821, shows Federal inspired -detail com-
bined with a basic rural Georgian exterior plan. It is not listed in the
U. S. Direct tax of 1798, but a deed for the property dated November 1,
1821, records the improvements and includes a stone house, presumably
this one. Important exterior architectural elements include the precise
masonry of the facade with prominent keystones above the windows. This
type of decorative stonework is associated with the 1800-1815 pericd in
.Franklin County. The first story shutters with their raised panels are
also typical of the c. 1800 period as are the raised panel doors. The
arched entranceway with its semicircular fanlight is a refinement unusual
among the farmhouses of the Cumberland Valley. - Another rare occurance is
the decorated eaves work and the pent roof across the west gable end..While
pent roofs are frequently seen in southeastern Pennsylvania, few examples
are to be seen west of the Susquehanna River.- The.front. porch at least in
* part probably dates from the early 20th century.

The barn on the Millmont property would appear to date from the gearly 20th

. century. It seems to have been the third such structure to have been
built there. An 1877 deed for the property mentions a stone bank barn
among the improvements and an 1821 deed indicates that the barn at that
time was of log construction.

Part of the log secondary dwelling could date from the late 18th or early
19th century and is an example of an important regional vernacular type.

The secondary stone dwelling is an example of regional vernacular con-
struction from the first half of the 19th century and was presumably
assaciated with the milling complex. In front of it stands a large old
elm tree which has been photographed and published as an exemplary repre-
sentative elm in the Encyclopedia Americana.
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No obvious physical evidence of the mill remains although its presence
was recorded as far back as 1798. It is described as a large two story
stone gristmill. A sawmill was also in the complex. Milling was an
important part of the local economy in 18th and 19th century Franklin
County.

The Ramsey family was prominent in local history. One of James Ramsey's
children, Mary, married Archibald Irwin. Her daughters, Jane and
Elizabeth Irwin married William Henry Harrison, Jr. and John Scott
Harrison respectively. Jane became mistress of the White House and
Elizabeth was the mother of Benjamin Harrison, President of the United
States. '

Millmont was purchased by the family of the present owner in 1957.
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