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The Robinson House is retangulair, two stories, five bay Greek
Revival Style with a rectangular shaped wing in the reax. The
116' x 72' house has cut stone foundation 'and partial basement, e
The roof is medium gabled and pedimented with plain boxed cornices
and friezes, The pediments are flush board. Wall construction
is nailed frame end board covered with clapboard,

The windows are double hung sash with single lights., The
original 6 over 6 windows were replaced in the 1890's, A small
6 bay extension on the side wall was also added at this time,

The front (south) of the house is five bays wide and has
a one story pertico with engaged and freestanding wood Sonic
Columns. The center, main facade door is wood with plain trim
head and sides, It has recessed side panels with windows,
The door is molded wood and has a four section semi-circularx
window, )
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" The house has two plain single unit brick chimneys lscated
. on the gable ends, They serve four fireplaces, A third chimney was
added after 1900 to accommodate a furnace,

. - The interior has two staircases leading to the second story;

i one at the rear of the main building which has a door at the bottom

' and the main staircase which is located in the center of the
building. This main staircase along with the hall divides each
story forming two rooms in the gabled portion of the main building.
These rooms are a mirror image on the first story with identical
fireplaces at the end of the rooms.
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In the non-gabled area the first story is divided into two
rooms. One is a kitchen/dining area which is entered from the hallway
through Dutch doors, The other room is now entered by going through
the bay window area, The original door between the front and rear
1ooms here has been closed over and a closet constructed. Upstairs
there is one room, a closet and the rear staircase, This non-gabled
section is lower than the gabled portion of the main building.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Robinson House is a fine example of a local adaptation of
the Greek Revival style, Its simplistic lines, undecorated freize
and simple portico add to the homes a quiet clean look,

Once the home of John L. Robinson, president of Wellsboros ,
only bank and was the scene of Wellsboros most sensational crime, ,
On the night of September 16, 1874, John L., Robinson and his
family were forced from their beds and were tied and handcuffed
‘ by seven robbers., After unsuccessfully trying to open the
' banks vault the robbers came to the Pobinson home and forced
! Lugene H, Robinson, John Robinson's son and the banks cashier,
'5. to open the vault, The rest of the family were tied and the
|
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|
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house was nailed shut,. The robbers made off with $50,000 in
cash and securities. Eventually two of the robbers were caught
and most of the cash was returned. But the robbery and its
circumstances were the sensation of the time, =
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