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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Central Railroad of New Jersey Station, constructred in
1868, features many elements of Victorian architectural styles.
Once considered as one of the finest passenger stations on the
- Jersey Central line, the station, although structurally sound,

is presently in a deteriorated state. The interiors are in ruin,:

the first floor windows boarded, the second floor windows broken,
and the roof in need of repair.

. The station is basically a two and one-half story brick
. structure with one and one-half story wings on either side. One
"~ of the more prominent features is the large overhanging roof a-

bove the first floor level which skirts the entire building and
extends out over the waiting platform on the east end. Here it
becomes a low-pitched, hlpped gable roof which is supported by
four posts with ornate iron brackets. Window openings at both
first and second floor levels extend the length of the structure,
as do the iron brackets, and feature segmental arches with lug-
sills. : :

The main mass of the station is seven bays in width and
has 'a gable roof, also supported by brackets, with two gabled
dormers on either side, double chimneys at either end, and a
large wooden cupola which dominates the structure. The cupola
is octagonal in shape with a pent roof and window openings a-
bove. Double chimneys are also located on the south side of the
roof. '

~ One and one-half story, two bay wings are featured on elther
-side of the main mass. These are similar in appearance with
centre gables on both north and south sides. The structure is

" therefore symmetrical in shape, although the overhanging roof
which extends outward on the east end glves the station a sllght-
ly asymmetrical appearance.- .
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Work began on what was then the Lehigh and Susquehanna
Railroad as early as 1838. By 1843, the first passenger train
came in over the Ashley Planes. However, it was not until 1866
when the backtrack from Mountaintop to Wilkes-Barre was completed,
eliminating the need for the Planes, that the first passencer
traln arrived in Wilkes-~ Barre on its own steam,

The Central Railroad of New Jersey Station was constructed
soon after this in 1868 -and is one of the very few remnants of
the railroad which played an important role in the economic de-
velopment of northeastern Pennsylvania. As the operational
headquarters for the Lehigh and Susquehanna Division of the
Jersey Central, the depot housed offices which routed the move-
ment of anthracnte coal from the area to markets around che
?world. ST e PR ) . - PR

With its large iron brackets, centre gables, and cupola,
the structure is one of the fine examples of the adaption of
Vietorian architecture to railroad stations. At the time of
its construction, it was considered one of the most ornate and
Juxurious passenger stations on the line. However, with the
discontinuance of passenger service in 1963, the station began
to rapidly deteriorate. On March 31, 1972, 106 years to the day
the Jersey Central had begun its operation of the Lehigh and
Susquehanna Division, the station was officially closed.
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