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The Stroud Mansion was built circa 1795 in the then emerging town of
Stroudsburg. Built by the town's founder, Jacob Stroud, for his son,
John, the mansion is an enormous structure for this period. However
careful examination of the early tax records show the construction of
a large house in the year 1795. The Stroud Mansion is basically
rectangular in shape measuring 50 feet by 4O feet with a 28' by 24'4"
rear wing. The main section of the mansion is three and one-half
stories with a pedimented gable roof. Its boxed cornice is decorated
with dentils. An interior stone chimney is located in the west gable
end and a brick chimney over the fourth and fifth bay. The structure
is five bays by three bays with double hung sash windows, one over
one on the first story, two over ‘two on the second and third storles
All the windows ‘have ‘louvered shutters. Second and ‘third story wirdows

have cut stone llntels w1th keystones
. f

.The main entrance is located in the central bay. ‘Its classical entab-
lature has a pediment and pilasters. An elegent fanlight tops the

panelled doorway. Stone stairs approach the doorway from two directions.

‘The rear wing is two and one-half stories with a gable roof. This
section is covered with horizonal clapboard. Windows are double hung
sash, one over one.

The basement and first floor are currently hou31ng the Monroe County
 Historical Society Museum. The second floor is used as a community
meeting rooms and the third floor is a rental apartment.
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Jacob Stroud, son of Barnet and Kesiah Harker Stroud, was born in Amwell,
Hunterdon County, New Jersey on January 19, 1735. He came to this region
with his parents . about 1745. . At an early -age: he served as an apprentice

to Nicholas Depui of Shawnee; the earliest settler in Monroe County.

When he became 21 he and his three brothers enlisted in the English army
and served in the French and Indian War. He was a member of the garrison
at Fort William Henry at Lake George and fought under General Wolfe at

the Battle of Quebec, September 13, 1759. Tradition includes him among
the three soldiers who carried the mortally wounded General from the field.
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Following the war, Stroud returned to Pennsylvania and on April 6, 1761,
married Elizabeth McDowell, granddaughter of Nicholas Depui. Jacob and
Elizabeth Stroud raised their twelve children (9 girls and 3 boys) on the
Pennsylvania frontier. Stroud's estate grew slowly but he evidently
prospered. At the outbreak of the American Revolution he was both -
prosperous and prominent.

. . . . .
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Jacob Stroud fought in the American Revolution on both the military and
political fronts. In the early part of the war he served as Captain of
Militia in Lower Smithfield and later as Colonel of the 4Lth and 6th Bet-
talions of Northampton County Militia. It was while Colonel Stroud was
in command that refugees fleeing from the Wyoming Massacre of 1778 sought
shelter in his home, Fort Penn, the present site of Stroudsburg, Pa.
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Colonel Stroud was elected a member of the convention to form the first
Constitution of Pennsylvania and attended the first meeting held in
Carpeniters' Hall in Philadelphia on July 15, 1776. Following the war

he again served his state as a member of the House of Representatives in

: 1781, 1782 and 1783. After the Revolution Colonel Stroud spent his re-

! maining years developing his landholdings. In October 1799 he laid out a
’ number of town lots and formed the nucleus of what is now Stroudsburg, Pa.

Qo

During the year 1795, Col. Jacob Stroud built the imposing, twelve room
stone house at 9th and Main Streets. This was to be a home for his son
John - who shortly tired of life in the growing town and moved to a home
“in the country.- At this time Daniel Stroud, a promising young lawyer in
Easton, was called upon to aid in the many business enterprises of his
father and moved to the Stroud Mansion about 1800.
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For almost a century from 1795 to 1893 - the property remained in the
Stroud family, although during much of that time it was leased to
other tenants. In 1840 a store was conducted in the Mansion by John
and Charles Malvin. This was followed by the family of Daniel Cool-
baugh. In 1847 Mrs. Eagles opened a boarding house. The mansion was
owned by the Stroud descendents until 1893.
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