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Peter Legaux inverted quite a large sum of money in, waking the
building and grounds around it impressive, Very little of the orifinal
woodwork survives, Legsux himsclf, made changes, There are 10 fireplaces
one of thich baz tile surrcundins it, Seme iron fivelacks survive in the
fireploces, The oripgiral flooring has been covered with hardwood in scme
instances, The second floor has many of the orizfnnl donrs and woodwork,
G. Tlefa Rynw rush, tha noared prshitearurs] histecion, clafere ths house is
restorable as there is cnoush surviving of the original 1740 house and the
changes made by Legaux to warrant a good profect, - T

The Lsuse, a fine mansion of the dsy, was sccording to en early
record, "a 3-story markle h-use with 10 large £Lre roens and 5 cellars,"”
and was tuilt £a 1735 Ly satheany Yorvis, later heicy cccupied by Colonel

r ice
Miles, a valiant officer of the Revolution, then Ly Georgn Mifflin, and

subsegaoat!ly bdinyg transferred to Prevost and then to Legaux,

Evterntlly the hcuse is little alterad cince the lete 128th century
other than porches, .
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This house, although not built by Deter Legaus:, has since his occupancy
in the lote 1707's and the {irst thirzd of thz 1300's bounce wis neme, wvhich
is fudicative of his position amd {nflvence i the early deys of our
country, The follqying is an account of the Life eof Pecteor chaux:

v :
~ Norn in ant‘ﬁ Melsson in the Province of lorrzine, in France, cn
Mareh 7, i?ﬁ, Tiorre LoGaux (he tuok the Arglo-Cuien spalling and pro-

nunciatica of Lits name on coming to America) became & sPi)led phyvicfan
ond statasean,  Reorha aen o f 0 e siag emgmedes s cne iy

.r,

ravlinuent in ilote, @nd later was sent to tha VuprCﬂo Trihunal at Hnncy.
In August of 1770 he marricd Mlle, Bavbt Jerlal by whoan hie hed onc
davzhter, After his marrizge he filled savers1 dipleaatie posts in
Caribbcan count ries, but lirtle is knoun of this pericd in 1ife, It {35
said he was Coveraer of lartinque ond wvas sctiva in otimr countries end
politics, and that a proainent ran of tho dey in eorder te suppress prool
of his own comulicity in dubious entorn**ASﬂe und movez azzinst the crown
set out to destrov Lecoux, not enly politically Lut even by attennted
assnstiration,  Sppruenily h2 fhod to Jocrica for asyium, ayriving in
Philedelphia, whcre there was a substantial colony of.French on ‘Augunst
10, 1785,

. In Tecember of 703 Piecrre Lejuux bousht fveca Major Augustine
Provost the plantztion ol 206 acres aleng the Schuylkill at Spring Mill,
This plontation was established primr tn 1A00 by Maiar Jososh Faprer vho
ownzd 5000 acres in the Vhitemarsh Valley, Th= nlantaticen then concisted
of 116 acres on the west bank of the Schuyl!ill 1in Lover lierlon, 64 acres
and the house which had bren nanzd "Hr, Jay" by Tainacl Miles, on the
west bank and 25 acres along the river, s pccificnlly to protect the chore
line, &s thin =5 the cite of tia n~v lora extin:t shad fisheries, MHNore,
Legaux later establishcd a ferry to Lower Yerion, He laid ouc_the grounds
surrounding } . Joy in terraces, followin: the pattern of many gatdrns of
France. EFEe was olways an enthusiastic cultivator of flowcrs and plants
and wvas greatly frtecrested in beekeeping end e;-nblxsnvu n saction o[ the
plantetion for his hives,' '

The levy~a voem or veult under the Farrsnce af 1y Toer mms ginnected
with Lepaux later wine industry as he hinzelf had netad that the tespera-
turc of this vault, 75' loug, was consistently 54) degreces F, '

,.




F3:m 10.2%% LHITED STATLS DEPARTAIHT €7 TN Riteficn Fﬁ??; w

Uely 1307 rm!‘.x_ rAR% STRVICT pcwvcniﬂ
M T A g [ e . .
DT T A NATIOHAL REG ER OF HISTCRIC PLACES (conT

SRR INVEHTORY - NGMINATION FORM Hontgonory
S - ) ElioRY - HNA N FOR NPS USE ONLY
’ _C“‘X \ ! . . CHINY HUMOLR vare
. . . "'i (Contintation Shret) -r b s SR wates B0

LA O IO Dy

:
. .

"’"m;,." All entrles) 'Iri
{ 84 Lgnificance
. * ~ R b
ViV Wil
-7 10 g

Friend and associate of Franklin, Tighlman, Genct end a liost of
other notables, Leraux was a wan sufficiently vell-known to have had
Jef{ferson, Vachingptoa, Mifflin, and other proningnt men of the day visit
at Ht, Joy., On July 17, 1787, shortly after his arrival in Acerica, he
vae elocted tn menbershio In tha nost learned and cxclusive society of
ite dcy,(thc fimcrican Fhilesphical Society in tniladelpnia, lle was an
cetive a¥ociate, giving many papers upen his favorite study, Meterorolegy.
His clection to nembershiio vould indlcote that his fame hrd preceded hin.
Here he was 1in regular companionship with Franklin, Jefferson and othecr
lerrned men of that date, lesaux often manufectured his own {nstrumcnts
end had sot acide one voom in the nansicn as A lnabnratory where he kept
his instruments and did his mathematical work., Another rcom he had set
up as a joiner's shop, vhere he had a turning lathe, Needing unobtain-
able glassware for his experiments, he blew his own,

Z

His enterprise was far reaching., He esteblished a lime furnace
eon his praperty vhich beeome a prafitable busineea. Within a year of
hig purchass ol HE, Joy, hz hod potitioned tie Irzislature to nermdt him
to yun a public ferry at Spring Mill. This was also a very successful
enterprisc, He was a member of the Academy of Naturel Scicnces in
Piiladelphia, and corresponded regularly with l.atin countries on matters

of meternology.

As & naturalist, Legeux had noted the growth and prolific fruite-
agc of the wild grape of Fennsylvania, enld Ly bis won experiments con-
ducted succesciully at Ht, Jev, demenstrated his theory thst tite ‘scil
and climate was 'suited to grape <ulture on the same scale as’'in his
native pronze, Goorre Yashinston was cufficientlv interested in his
exoerimencation end theorics as to pay 2 vicit to lt, Joy oun July 22, 1787,
in company with Geneval Mifflin and other premirent philsdelghians, Ea-
comnveged by many influential citizens of Thilaudelphia, Lepaux set out his
vineyards on the terraced slopes of his house end farm (the farm being
separated from the house by a roaduway, probably to the ferry £nd to the
mill et Spring 11411), Duntap's Daily Americen fegister of May 1, 1793,
repnrted on the grape culture, For scveral years experiments went well and
the enteeprise vas gensfdrred a nuccess, but the cast of produstion was
greater then anticipatnd, iventually the sioctholders, bocame annoyed
ot the lach of success and profits, The Fennsylvsrate Vine Comziany col-
Iapsed and DPeser Lo naun vas fore.d inte bankruptey., The proferty, Mt,

Joy , was eventually putchased by John Righter, flustand of one of Legaux’
daughters, Legaux dicd on September 25, 1827,

Tron fu—nares eventuelly replaced lLemave boes and cardens and nou
cven all tiacce of thoe ivon furneces too are gou, - Of the vineyatrds only
tive Lercaces ave lelt,
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American Thilosoph {cal Socicty, Thiladelphia, Pa, Papers of Peter lLepaux re
Montgoirury County Court House, Horriztewn, Will mate in Leth English end a
French dated July 1, 1826, Invintory No. 4053 o
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