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How to Use the Manual on Uniform Traffi c 
Control Devices and Publication 212
As presented in the Tech Sheet 126, there are several new references that apply to traffi c control 
devices in Pennsylvania: the Manual on Uniform Traffi c Control Devices (MUTCD), PennDOT 
Publication 212, and PennDOT Publication 213. This tech sheet provides an overview of how to 

use the MUTCD and Publication 212. Publication 213 will be 
discussed in a future tech sheet.

The best method for learning to use these references is to 
practice. The following is an example of how the manuals can be 
used. 
Example: I want to establish a speed limit on my township 
roadway.

Step 1: Check and review the MUTCD
On the MUTCD Web site, use the search engine to fi nd the 
section on Speed Limit signs, or go directly to the appropriate 
section.

If using a hard copy of the MUTCD, use the Table of Contents 
to fi nd the appropriate section.

In either case, the issue is signing, so Section 2, Signs, Part B, 
Regulatory Signs, is the correct section.

Step 2: Review the 
information in the 
MUTCD
Note the use of the 
word “shall” indicating 
a standard condition in 
the bold-type paragraph, 
and the use of the word 
“should” in the paragraph 
under “Guidance” 
indicating an action or 
condition that is to be 
implemented in most cases.

*Note that this is NOT the entire Section 2B.13*



Step 3: Check Publication 212
After reviewing the MUTCD, use Publication 212 to look for any 
supplemental information pertinent to Pennsylvania.

The Table of Contents for Publication 212 shows speed limit 
signs listed in Subchapter B, Signs, subsection 212.108, Speed 
Limits.

It is important to note that both the MUTCD and Publication 
212, as well as Title 75 (The Vehicle Code) require an engineering 
and traffi c study be conducted if the speed limit is not covered 
under a statutory restriction. Criteria and procedures for 
conducting the study and determining the proper speed limit are 
outlined in Section 2B.13 of the MUTCD, and Section 212.108 
and the Appendix of Publication 212.

*Note that this is NOT the entire Section 212.108*

Step 4: Check Publication 236M
After having reviewed appropriate sections of the 
MUTCD and Publication 212, conducted the 
engineering and traffi c study, passed the required 
ordinance, the fi nal step is to refer to Publication 
236M, Handbook of Approved Signs. This publication 
contains the layouts and drawings (lettering and spacing 
dimensions) of all signs approved for use in Pennsylvania. 
If you have a sign shop, you can use these standards to 
make your R2-1, speed limit sign. If not, you can order 
the sign from an approved vendor.

Step 5: Supplemental Research
Other resources may be necessary to complete your 
work. These include The Vehicle Code (Title 75), The 
Pennsylvania Code (Title 67), among others.
Example Problem Summary:

Step 1 – Check and review 
the MUTCD;

Step 2 - Review the 
information in the 
MUTCD;

Step 3 - Check Publication 
212. This publication 
contains any 
supplemental information 
for Pennsylvania use;

Step 4 - Check Publication 
236M. This publication 
contains details 

 regarding sign 
dimensions; and

Step 5 – Supplemental 
Research.

LTAP Classes
Now that there are new signing and work zone rules for local 
governments, including new PennDOT publications, LTAP 
has updated training materials and handouts.  New Signing 
and Work Zone Rules for Local Governments classes were 
presented at over 20 locations throughout the state.  This 
training provided information on how local governments will 
be affected by these new state regulations and federal standards, 
including changes to sign installation and maintenance 
requirements, engineering and traffi c studies, and work 
zone traffi c control. Also, adoption of these new rules has 
impacted the Traffi c Signs, Work Zone Traffi c Control, Risk 
Management/Tort Liability, and Engineering and Traffi c 
Studies classes, so call to schedule one today!  Remember, all of 
our classes are free of charge. Call 1-800-FOR-LTAP.

Where Can I View These Documents? 
❚ The MUTCD can be found at 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/;
❚ Chapter 212 can be found at 

http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-5/179.html; and 
❚ Chapter 213 can be found on PennDOT’s Web site at 

http://www.dot.state.pa.us. Click on Forms and Publications, 
PennDOT Publications and Maps, and the link for 213.

You can also order a hard copy of MUTCD from one of the 
following organizations:
❚ AASHTO: 

https://www.transportation.org/publications/bookstore.nsf/;
❚ ITE: http://www.ite.org/bookstore/; and
❚ ATSSA: http://www.atssa.com/store/.


