
Roadway owners at every level of government share 

responsibility for properly installing and maintaining 

traffic control devices. However, the traveling 

public is not concerned with which agency places or 

maintains these devices; they only want consistent 

and clear messages from signs and markings. 

State regulations, as well as the costs of installing 

and maintaining traffic control devices, demand 

that municipalities pay careful attention to their 

responsibilities for installing and maintaining these 

devices, which are critical for keeping motorists and 

pedestrians safe.

Title 67 defines a traffic control device as “Signs, 

signals, markings, and devices consistent with this 

chapter [212] placed or erected by authority of a 

public body or official having jurisdiction, for the 

purposes of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic.” 

This tech sheet will focus on signs.  

Traffic-Control Devices on State-Designated Highways
Generally, local authorities, other than cities of the first and second class, must obtain written approval from 

PennDOT to install a traffic control device as well as revise or remove any installed by the department or its 

contractors. Cities of the first and second class may install, revise, or remove any traffic-control device without 

PennDOT approval unless an agreement states otherwise. 

All local authorities may install, revise, or remove on state-designated highways a few signs without 

PennDOT approval. They are:

• Stopping, standing, or parking signs (R7 and R8 series), and

• Street name signs (D3 series).

However, PennDOT approval is required for any local authority other than a city of the first or second class 

to install and maintain any of the following signs on state-designated highways prior to any change in the traffic 

restriction:

• Speed limit signs (R2-1) for speed limits of 35 mph or less

• Pedestrian group signs (R9 Series)

• Traffic signal group signs (R10 Series)

• Street Closed [date] to [date] signs (R11-10)

• Snowmobile Road [dates] Closed to All Other Vehicles signs (R11-11)

• All Trucks Must Enter Weigh Station (R13-1-1) and weigh station signs (D8 series) for weigh stations 

not owned or operated by PennDOT

• Signal Ahead signs (W3-3)

• Children group signs (W15 Series)

• Parking area signs (D4-1)

• Bicycle route signs (D11-1)

• Traffic signal speed signs (I1-1)

• Trail group signs (I4 series)

• Snowmobile and all-terrain vehicles group signs (I12 series)

• School zone speed limits and all school signs (S series)
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PennDOT and municipalities share responsibility for 

making sure signs and messages are consistent and clear 

for the motoring public. 

MuNICIpAl RESpONSIbIlITIES FOR 
ROADwAy SIgNINg

Resources for Traffic 
Control Devices

•	 Title 67 Pa. Code, Chapter 
212.5,	lists	municipal	
responsibilities	for	installing	and	
maintaining	traffic	control	devices.	
www.pacode.com/secure/
data/067/chapter212/chap212toc.
html#212.5

•	 PennDOT Publication 212, 
Section 212.5,	lists	five	sections	
that	pertain	to	installation	and	
maintenance	responsibilities	for	
traffic	control	devices:
a)	 Authority	to	erect	traffic-

control	devices	(75	Pa.	
Consolidated	Statutes)

b)	 Traffic-control	devices	on	
state-designated	highways

c)	 Traffic-control	devices	on	local	
highways

d)	 Traffic-control	devices	on	
local	highway	approaches	
to	intersections	with	state-
designated	highways

e)	 Police	authority	to	use	
temporary	signing	for	
emergencies	or	to	set	up	
checkpoints

•	 Strike-off Letter 494-17-05,	
dated	November	2,	2017,	
reinforces	and	clarifies	the	
distinction	between	state	and	
municipal	responsibilities	for	
traffic	control	devices.	www.dot14.
state.pa.us/ECMS/

•	 PennDOT Publication 236	
contains	official	Pennsylvania	
signs.	www.dot.state.pa.us/public/
pubsforms/Publications/PUB%20
236M/Sign%20Index%20for%20
Change%201%20%2011-13%20
(nomenclature).pdf
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Table 1 from PennDOT Strike-Off Letter 494-17-05 shows who is responsible and whether approval is required for signing as well as 

other traffic control devices on state-designated highways.
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If you have any questions, you can call LTAP at 1-800-FOr-LTAP for assistance.

Traffic-control devices 
on local highways

Local authorities are responsible for signing 

on local roads except for two circumstances when 

PennDOT approval is required:

• Installing, revising, or removing a school 

zone speed limit or traffic signal, and

• Revising or removing a sign that was 

installed under an agreement with the 

department.

Table 2 from PennDOT Strike-Off Letter 

494-17-05 shows who is responsible and whether 

approval is required for signing as well as other 

traffic control devices on local highways.

Traffic Control Devices on local 
Highway Approaches  
to Intersections with State-
Designated Highways

PennDOT is responsible for approving 

traffic control on all approaches at intersections 

of local and state-designated highways. At new 

intersections, traffic-control devices must be 

installed as required by an approved highway 

occupancy permit by the permittee. 

At existing intersections, municipalities 

are responsible for installing and maintaining 

specific signs on the local highway approaches, 

but department approval is required. These 

signs are:

• Stop signs (R1-1)

• Yield signs (R1-2)

• No Right Turn signs (R3-1)

• No Left Turn signs (R3-2)

• No Turns signs (R3-3)

• Left turn signs (R3-5)

• Left Lane Must Turn Left signs (R3-7L)

• One-way signs (R6 series)

• Other similar type of traffic restriction, 

prohibition, or lane-control signs

Stop Ahead (W3-1) and Yield Ahead 

(W3-2) signs are the responsibility of local 

authorities, including determining if these 

signs are warranted. PennDOT approval is not 

necessary to install these signs.

Municipalities also have to obtain written 

approval from PennDOT to revise a traffic 

control scheme.

Table 3 from PennDOT Strike-Off Letter 

494-17-05 shows who is responsible and when 

approval is required for signing as well as 

other traffic control devices on local highway 

approaches to intersections with state-designated 

highways.


